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P R E FA C E.

The authenticity o f the leading document

in the fo llow ing page s, the S ecreta Monita,
re sts on the fo llowing evidence .

I . The general circulation and credit that

it has o b tained . It was printed in England

in the year 1658, w ith a statement, which
has never b een me t b y the least attempt at

refutation, —that it was discovered among
theArchives ofthe Je suits ’Co llege atPader
b orn in Westphalia, when Christian, Duke
ofBrunswick, to ok po ssession of that place ,

and gave the ir lib rary to the Capuchins . Dr .

Compton, the acute and learned Bishop of

London, a man neither like ly himself to b e

impo sed on, o r to sanction an impo sture,

pub lished an English translation in 1669.

In Germany, also, in France, and in Ho l

b
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land, as well as in England, have successive

editions appeared, w ithout ever meeting

w ith the disgrace which sooner o r later al

ways overtakes historical forgeries .

II . The b ackwardness o f the Jesuits to

produce any o ther o r more authentic code

is a strong po int in favour of the S ecreta

Monita . That they are governed b y ru le s

which they studiously refuse to disclose , is

perfectly no toriou s, and confessed b y them

se lve s . Bu t it is no t likely they would so

constantly conceal tho se rules, except they
w ere aware of the ir unfitness to meet th e

pub lic eye . It is no t in the least pro b ab le

that they would continue to lie under the

odium o f a false accusation for more than a

century, if they had it in the ir power to re

move the unfavourab le impress ion b ymere

ly giving pub licity to another and a le ss

mischievous set of Instructions . Indeed,
common sense tells us that it must prove

impossib le to preserve, in so numerous a

so ciety,
“

so in po rtunt a secret ; and that,

among the numb er of disgusted and ejected
memb ers who were continually. falling out

of their ranks, it might have b een .antici
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v

pated w ith great certainty that copie s of

the Rule s would, in le ss than two centu

ries
, see the light . In fact, the framer

seemed to have b een perfectly aware of

this pro b ab ility, when he expressly pro

vided that if the Instructions were pro

duced aga inst them
, the ir genuinenes s

should b e reso lute ly den ied .

111 . But the b e st assurance wh ich can

po ssib ly b e o b tained of the authenticity o f

this document, is der ived from its internal

evidence . It has b een well o b served, that

while, on the one hand, the co nduct of the

Je suits has always b een precise ly such as

would naturally flow from the rule s o f the

S ecreta Monita, so these I nstructions must

naturally have tended to produce just such
scene s as the histo ry o f the So c iety con

stantly exhib its . What is the one grand

princ iple o f the Instructions - Intrigue .

And what has b een the character of the Jc
suits every where, and at every per iod P

That of the mo st re stle ss intrigue rs . What

is the end which the se I nstructions have

constantly in view —To ga in power ; the

b 2
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acquisition ofwhich has ever b een the first

o b jec t with this Society . What, to o , is the

mo st disgusting characteristic ofthis Code ?
—Certainly, the utter care le ssne ss and con
tempt w ith which it se ts at nought the first

princ iples of mo rals
—which is noto riously

the great and leading crime charged upon

Jesu itism b y the general vo ice of histo ry .

Any o ne unacquainted w ith the histo ry
or the character o f Je suitism might no t un
naturally o r irrationally o b ject, that the

fact of the government of a large so c iety of

persons professing themse lve s Christians,

b y such principle s as tho se avowed in the

S ecreta Monita, is in itse lf incredib le, and

ought no t to b e fo r an instant rece ived

without the mo st ample pro of.

Even a s light peru sal of the annals of

modern EurOpe w ill suffice, no t only to re

move this o b jection, b ut to convert it into

an argument fo r the authenticity of the do

cument. Instead of the rules there in con

tained b e ing inconsistent w ith the creed of

this religious asso ciation—4hey are ab so



lately needed to furnish some explanation

of the o therwise unacc ountab le treatmen t

which the Jesuits have, all over Europe ,

experienced. The S eoreta Monita is the

only key to the singular and mysterious

histo ry of the Soc iety .

Without it
, how inexplicab le the conduct

of almo st every catho lic k ing and every os

tho lic people in Europe . Is it n o t pass ing

strange, that a se le c t b ody ofmen po sse ssed

of learn ing, indu stry, knowledge of affairs,

influence, and wealth, and devoting, as they

pro fessed to do , all the se talents solely to

the g rea ter g lory of God, should b ecome

ob jects ofgeneralpro scriptio n amongChris
tian kings and Chr istian natio n s ; and that

th is enm ity, to o , shou ld no t b e founded on

anyre ligious here sy o r o b nox ious do ctrine s
for Roman Catho lic states and sovere igns

have b een foremo st in the expulsion of

these, the mo st active servants of the

Church, and the greatest enemie s ofhere sy.

To what are we to ascrib e, no t only the ir
b an ishment from England in 1606, b ut the

check given to the So c ie ty ab ou t the same



time b y the Emperor Charles the Vth, the

greate st enemy of the Reformation, o r its

pro scription in 1606. Or how are we to ac

count for its expulsion from Portugal, in

1789 ; from France, in 1764; from Spain
and Sic ily, in 1767 and its to tal suppres

sion b y Pope Clement the XIVth, in 1773 .

A glance at the S ecreta Monita sufli

c lently explains all the se events . Fo r if

we consult the reco rds of tho se per iods,
we shall o b serve,

’

in the charges b rought

against the So c iety, how exactly its mem

b ers co nformed themse lve s to these I n

stm ctions .

Thus, when we find the clergy of Rome

complaining to Pope Pius the IVth, that

the Je su its increased the revenue s of

the ir co llege s daily, at the expense o f the

clergy, and that if h is Ho liness should no t

repre ss the ir cupidity, they would even

tually se ize all the parishes of Rome

we only see how correctly they fo llowed

the 7th rule of Chap. III in which they
are instruc ted how to grasp the who le

government of the Church, in order that
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And when we read t he complaints of the

Empero r of Japan, (for even to thatdi stant

country had the ir intrigue s extended,) that

under pretence of teaching the way of sal

vation, they had united h is sub jects against
h imself, and taught them treason instead

o f religion ;
—a charge wh ich was echoed

from every kingdom of Europe
—we only

learn, how fully the memb ers of the Soc ie ty

gunst have entered into the spirit of those

ru les, which instruct them so to insinuate

themselves into the minds of the people as

to lay them under the greatest o b ligatio n,

and thus to wheedle the populace into

an affection fo r the So c iety while Magis
trates are to b e so far gained over as to

b e ready at the ir b eck to sacrifice even

the nearest relations and that thus, in

sho rt, tho se who do no t love them,
may

b e made to fear them.

”

Indeed, the who le system of Je su itism,

as it is pourtrayed in this b rief manual

canno t b e describ ed in mo re forc ib le lan

guage than that used b y the Parliament of

Paris, who erected a co lumn in comme
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moration o f a plot, which they declared

to have sprung from the pe stilent here sy
o f that. pe rnicious sect the Je suits, who ,
concealing the mo st ab ominab le crime s

under the guise of piety, had pub lic ly
taught the the assassination of Kings, and

attempted the life of Henry the Fourth .

”

It is suffic iently clear that tho s e who

co uld acknow ledge that perfect con tempt o f

all mo ral princ iple exhib ited in the S ecreta

.a
’

ta, and in the ru le s there laid down,

that eve ry thing was lawful fo r the ad

vancemen t o f the So c ie ty, could no t b e

expe cted to stop short at any o b stacle
,
o r

to he s itate fo rcib ly to remove it. We are

prepared fo r conspiracy and assassinatio n

from men acting upon these Instrzictions .

And, on the o the r hand, it is no t to b e

suppo sed that men conv icted o f de s ign s

and attempts such as tho se reco rded in

French histo ry, could b e s lander ed, o r

wrongfully accused b y the inference s

which appear evident from the S ecreta
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vo lume several o ther documents of less

extent and importance, b ut which may b e

useful as furnishing strong proo fs of the

identity o f views and princ iples, at least, of

the Roman Catho lic s generally, w ith the

Jesuits in particular .

In fact, the princ ipal distinctio n seems

to b e, that the Jesuits are a select b ody of

men singled out and associated fo r the

purpo se of carrying into constant and vi

go tons ope ration all tho se encro aching and

dangerous principle s which the heads and

leaders o f Po pery have always suppo rted,

b ut wh ich they canno t safely call upon the

great b ody of the ir adherents pub licly to

pro fess and make the rule o f the ir con

duct.

From these do cuments, which are prin

cipally Ofiicial Acts o f the Roman See,

we gather the follow ing principle s, which

appear to b e unden iab ly recognized and

promulgated b y this infallib le autho rity .
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I . That there is no salvation out o f the

pale of
-the Roman Catho lic Church ;

and that all Pro testants are in a

state of perdition .

Upon this po intwe have the Constitution

o f Bo n iface VIII . stre ngthened b y the ap

proval of a Counc il, p. 102 . We have the
same principle asserted b y ano ther Pope,

p . 103, and fully sanc tioned, in the pre sent

day, b y the four Romish Archb ishops o f

Ire land, p. 1 10.

11 . That Roman Catho lics w ill no t to

lerate the pro fession o f any o ther

faith, in any place where they have

the power of prohib ition .

Th is is dec lared b y the late Pope , Pius

VII . p . 108, and b y the who le of the Romish

H ie rarchy o f the Ne therlands, p . 130; and

also b y Bishop Doyle , p . 109.

111 . That on the contrary they w ill

extirpate and de stroy heretics o f

every descriptio n, whenever it is in

their power .
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So teaches Cardinal Be llarmine, p. 107 ;
and Pope Urb an VIIl . p. 1 12. Such too , is

the o ath of every Roman Catho lic Bishop,

p. 1 19 : and on the same principle are the

Papists o f Ireland now conspiring, as we

are informed b yMr . Plunkett
, p . 127.

IV. That the estab lishment o f the Sn

premacy o f the Pope over all Kings,
or o ther Governo rs, is the ir co nstant

aim and endeavour .

This Supremacy is claimed b y the Bull

against Elizab eth, p. 103, and that ofUrb an

VIII . p. 1 12 . It is also defended b y Paul V.

p . 1 1 1 ; and b y the Nunc io , Ghilin i, p. 1 13,
the letter o f the last- men tioned b e ing dated

little more than fifty years b ack ; and even

at the present moment the principle is de

fended b y BishopMilner, p. 1 17.

V. Thatdissimulation and concealment

of the ir real intentions
,
are thought

justifiab le and expedient b y Roman

Catho lics and that they ho ld so lemn

promises to b e only b inding while
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convenient, and even oaths to b e

open to commutation b y the prie st
'

hood .

The se po ints are ob servab le in Cardinal

Bellarmine
’

s counsel
, p. 107 ; in Bishop

Lanigan
’

s Apo logy, p. 122 ; in the Je suit
’

s

Oath,
’

p. 12 1 ; and in the conduct of the

Irish Priests, p. 128.

VI . That no oath is considered b inding,

wh ich in any way interfere s w ith the

inte re sts o f the Romish Church ; and

that all o aths o r pledges given to

Pro te stants
,
are

,
ipso facto , null and

vo id .

This princ iple is sanctioned b y Popes

Martin V.
,
Urb an VL

,
Inno cent III .

,
Alex

ander III .; and Gregory IX . ; and b y the

Council of Constance, and the Third Late

ran Counc il, p. 101—2 also b y the late

Pope, PiusVII ., p . 108, and b y the Legate,
Ghilini, p. 1 16.

VII . That the degree of to lerance
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leaders openly expre ss the ir feeling, that

they have b een wrongfully deprived zof the

po ssession of the e cclesiastical es tab lish

mentH hat they ardently de sire to over

throw the Prote stant Church, .which . they

con s ider an usurpation
—and -that theyreally

indulge h0pe s ofthe speedyapproach ofthat

We next o b serve, that the operation of in
terest, one o f the mo st powerful ofmotives,

ment, that of religions into lerance .

"All

Protestants b e ing; dec lared o b jects of ah

horrence—whose des truction is certain, ex
cept they . are reclaimed b y the Catho lic

Church, and who se extermination is amust
sacred duty, whenever and wherever, it can

I

A reco llection, too , is here suggested

that the present demands of the Roman

Catholics, the tone which they .adop
'

t, and

the h0pes which they ,

b etray
—have '

alto

ge ther arisen out of the conce ssions already
made to them,

each of which has v isib ly

added to the ir power, and excited their ex :
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reference to tho se authorities which thin

b ody unan imously recognize s . Besides

which, it is plain that such a disclaimer
mu st b e utterly worthle ss, for e ithe r it is

made b y men who reject the authority o f

the Popes and Councils, and are therefore

in . no sense Roman Catho lic s ; o r e lse it

come s from persons who b ow to those

powers, and rece ive the ir decisions, b y
which these do ctr ine s are e stab lished, and

are therefo re only anx iou s to prove how

fu lly they have imb ib ed the spirit oft hem;
b y pu b licly dissemb lingfor the b enefit of the

;It is no t difficult to fore see, that the opem
ing the doo rs o f par liament to " Papists,

wou ld b e the admis sion t o the .

'

House of

Commons of no t le ss than one hundred o f

that party. Ire land, and the Catho lic Eu

glish
'Peers, would hardly fail to retu rn that

numb er . And is it possib le that any friend

to the Church o f England can w ish the in

troduction into the Legislature of such a

b ody o f determined and inve terate enemies,
- of such a numb er ofmen

,
who se leading

o b jec t would constantly b e, the t e - estab r
c 3
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lishment of Popery. Or is it true that any
who hone stly oppo se the pre sent eccle sias

tical e stab lishment, would gladly ,
accept

the
’

assistance o f such allie s in wo rking her

overthrow, overlooking the certainty that

the Papistswould take care no t to ab o lish the

Institution, b ut to remodel it — no t to de

stroy the Church, b ut to make it a Popish

Church—an alternative which the Dissen
ters of 1688 thought so alarming, that they
came forward with alacrity to suppo rt the

Church itse lf, rather than quietly see it

taken po sses sion of b y Papists .

But, to return to the immediate sub ject
b efo re u s

,
we cannot avo id regarding the

t e- e stab lishment of the Je suits, and the ap
paren t friendsh ip sub sisting b e tw een that

dangerous b ody, and the Roman Catho lics

in general as a s ign b etokening any thing

rather than an improvement in the princi

ples and
~views ofPapists .

In fo rmer days this crafty and undermin

ing society was the o b ject o f a common

prescription in all the Catho lic coun tries
,

aud was disso lved b y the head ofthe Romish
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Church . It is now again called into b e ing
b y the Po ntifi

'

himse lf, and is he lped for

ward b y all devo ted Catho lics . From what

has this change arisen .

What have the Je suits b e en in fo rmer

days ? To turn b ack to the even t which

is mo st prominent in their early histo ry,
le t us recal to m ind the dec is io n o f the

University of Paris, who
,
in De cemb er,

1594. pass ed an Act, b an ishing the Je suits,
as co rruptors o f youth, disturb e rs of the

pub lic repo se , and enemie s o f the K ing and

the State .

”

At the same time CHATE L
,
for

attempting the life o f Henry the Fourth,
and Gunne r . who had in structed and in

duced him to undertake th is treaso nab le

des ign, were b anished . And itwas o rdered

that the house of CHATE L should b e razed

to the ground, and a co lumn erec ted on the

spo t, the inscription on which describ ed the

attempt as ade testib le parric ide , springing
from the pe stilent here sy o f that pern ic ious

s ect the Jesu its, who , concealing the mo st
ab ominab le crime s under the guise o f pie ty,

have p ub licly taught the assass ination of
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Kings, and attempted the life o fHenry IV.

It proceeded to state, that CHATEL had

b een instructed in this schoo l of impiety,
and that the parliament had expelled this

new race of dangerous and superstitiou s

characters, who dis turb ed the state, and at

who se instigation this ab ominab le parric ide

had b een undertaken .

”

-Ou the po int of integrity and good faith,
the re are ab undant proofs of the ir coin

tempt o f b o th . Take the fo llowing . 111 1631 ,
afte r the ir return, they had a contro versy
with the Clergy o f Paris

, respecting cer

tain noxious pub lications which had lately

appeared, written b y Je suits . They den ied

pub licly that the wo rks in question were

written b y any of the ir memb ers To whid l

the Clergy replied, that the ir arts of

e(1uivocation and mental reservation eu

ab led them to avow and
'

disavow the

We thing ; a signal instance of which

was the denial in que stion, since, a few

years after the pub lication of tho se very
wo rks, the Jesuit, ALEGAMBB, had, in his
new Catalogue of their own writers, ap
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thorize perjury, deprive the laws of their

power, de stroy the sub mission
’

e f sub jects,
allow individuals the lib erty of calumniat

ing, killing, lying, and fo rswearing them

selves, as their advantage may dictate

which remove the fear of divine and human

laws, and permit a man to redress his own

grievance s, w ithout applying to the Magis
trate ; and it is easy to se e , without much

penetration, thatChristian and Civil Soc iety
could not thus sub sistwithout'a‘mirac le . It

was to b e expected, that such pern icious

maxin
'

mwould m
'

o st e ffe c tually disso lve the

stro ngest b onds which cou ld b e formed, for

pre serv ing the commerce and union of

the world in continual oppo sition of senti

ment and of interests, and excite perpetual

an
'

d irreconc ilab le discord, in stead
”

o f that

harmony, w ithout which, human
'

S oc iety
must lo se its consistency and , se curity. On

the o ther hand, these Re ligious, in orde r to

promo te the un ion and so lidity of the No s

r a r, o r the ir own Soc iety, e stab lish a sove

reign Government, so despdtic and ab so lute ,
that the Provincials themse lves cannot re

tard the execution of the General
’

s Orders
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b y de lay, or any o ther means . The se Pro

vincials, far from b eing ab le -to communi

cate to tho se who are dependantupon them,

the law s which . regulate the ir decisions,

are compelled, on the contrary, to conceal

them with care all the sub jects of the Pro
vinc ials, from the Novice s to the Professors

of all the four vow s, having no right to de

mand a sight of these Secret Laws, no r to

require to b e informed o f the crime s for

which they are pun ished, o r even b anished

they are not even allowed to make the

slightest reflection on
"
these mysterious

law s they can never,
‘in any way, avo id

o b edience
'

to the Orde rs i f the ir Super iors,

however mortifying o r
'

oppo sed to the ir

own Opinions, Without e ither expo sing

themselves to the severe st chastisements, or

b eing dismissed withoutremedy . The re

sult has b een, that, wh ile the Je su its have
b een ab le to introduce disco rd and disorder

into the ranks o f the ir Opponents, they
have themselve s b een all l sub ordination to

Supe riors, and union
'

among each o ther

b eing held together b y the cc - operation of

all their memb ers winder one great head,
for the suppo rt o fwho se autho rity they are
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mutually pledged ; and propo sing to them
'

selve s, as the ir principal end, the erection

of the ir own So cie ty, upo n the ru in and

destruction o f every o ther .

”

And what, to return to the question, is to

account fo r the re - e stab lishment of th is so

longdreaded and de te sted o rder . No change

is even pretended to have taken place in

their system,
o r the ir princ iple s. What

they have b een , that they are still . The

mo st crafty, sub tle, and dangerous conspi

re to rs— terr ib le when possessed o f pow er

meek, qu ie t, courteous, lab o rious, assidué

ous, reckle ss o f lab our and regardle ss of

moral o b stacle s, when only aiming at the

posse ssion of power . This is the ir pre sent

po sitio n in this country. They rather con

ceal than display the progre ss they are

making, and ye t they are advancing w ith

rapid stride s . They affect few exte rnal dis

tinctions
,
and yet they fail no t to pre serve

faithfully all the machinery of the ir plans .

’

Having fixed themselve s in a spo t selected

fo r its co ngen iality to the ir views, and in

some measure secluded from the no tice of

the country at large, they are silently b ut
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rapidly leavening the north of England .

From this station they extend their influ

ence over Ireland, on the one hand, and

erect, on the other, numerous po sts and se

minarice in the south and midland coun

ties ofEngland. A few years perseverance

will partly develop the ir plans, b ut not

till the moment for the ir execution has ar

rived

Meanwhile we are de sired to b elieve

that the spirit o f Popery had b een entirely
changed, and Jesuitism itself b ecome in

noxious . And this upon no o ther ground

than the peaceab le b ehaviour of tho se whom

the experience of centurie s has proved to

b e the mo st perfect dissemb lers,—and in

whom any o ther than quiet and peaceab le

conduct would entire ly frustrate their ulti

mate views and designs . We are here

forcib ly reminded of the late po licy o f the

FrenchMinistry, over which the Jesuits are
know n to exercise considerab le influence,
inthe commencementoftheir late operations

against Spain .
—They co llected a consider

ab le force on the Spanish frontier, and de

clared their purpo se to b e sh ply and so lely
d
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tiers to war upon the y ellowfever alone,may
certainly, with as little difliculty satisfy
themse lves that the re - e stab lishment of a

Je suit Co lony in this country has no o ther

and more extensive o b ject than the mere

education of a numb er of schoo lb oys for

the common occupations of life . But it

would b e scarcely mo re ab surd in the Go

verno r of a fortified town to permi t an

armed force quietly to fo rm the ir line s and
erec t the ir b atterie s w ithout mo le station,
merely b ecause they used c ivil language,

and deferred offensive measure s till the ir

preparations w ere completed
— than it is in

Pro testants to shut the ir eye s to the real na

ture of the proceeding ofJesuits—the ir re

gular progression in influence and power

the ir secre t missions —the ir private ly con

veyed corre spondence
—and the ir peculiar

disc ipline, b y which many hundreds of

young men are lab o riously and assiduously
trained in the mo st e lab orate me thods of

systematic conspiracy.
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THE
“

SECRET

OF THE JESUITS .

C H AP. , I .

H ow the Sca m mutt Beha ve thm el‘ve: when they b eg an

I IT will b e of gmat impo rtance , fo r the ren
dering . our memb ers agreeab le to the inhab itants
of the place where they d esign their settlement, to

se t forth the end o f the societ .ia the manner

prescrib ed b y our statutes nwhie y down , That

the s ociety, ought as diligently to seek occasions
o f do ing go o d to .the ir neighb ours, as to tham

selves ; Where fore, . let . them wi th humility : dis

charge the meanest oflices in the ho spitals , frs

quently visit the sick, the poor, and the prisoners ,
and readily and indifl

’

erently take the confessions
o f all, that the novelty of such uncommon and

difl
'

usive chari ty, may exc ite in the princ ipal in

hab itants, an admiration of our conduct, and fo r

cib ly draw them into an ad
'

e oti

II. Let it b e rememb ered b y all , that the .privi

legs to exercise theministry of this socie ty,must
b e requested in a mode st and religious manner ,
and that they must use their. b est endeavours to

gain chiefly .the favour .ofls ucb eccle siastics and

secular persons, of who se authority they. may
stand in need .





III. Let them als o rememb er-Ao vis it distant

p laces, where ,
\ having remo nstrated athe «necess i

ties o fthe society, they shall readily r ece ive the

mo st inconsiderab le alms ,which afte rwards b eing
b e stowed o n othero b jects ,maye dify the se which
are as yet unaequainted with our society, and stir
them u to a greater l ib erali to li s t

IV. t all seem as thou they
same spirit, and consequen y learn them ex

terior b ehaviour, that b y such an uniformit in so

great a diversity ofmen, all may b e edifie b ut

if any ob stinately persist in a contrary deport
ment, let them b e immediately dismi ssed , as

dan erous persons, and hurtful to the society .

At their first settlement, let our memb ers

b e cautious ofpurchasing lands ; b ut if they hap
pen to b uy such as are well situated , let this b e

done in the name of some faithful and trusty
friend and that our poverty may,

have the more
colourab le loss of reality, let the purchaseS..ad

jacent to e places where in our college s are

founded, b e assigned b y the provincial to co l

leges at a distance ; b y which means , it will b e

impossib le that princes and magistrates can e ver
attaina to a certain knowledge what the revenues

o fthe sec ietyamount
v tm w

VI . Let no laces b e pitched upon b y an of

our memb ers, igr founding a college , b ut Opufient
cities the end of the society b eing the imitation

ofour b lessedS aviour, who made h is princ ipal

residence in the Metropolis o f Juda s, and only
transiently visited the l ess remarkab le places .

VII. Let the greatest sums b e always extpf
rted

our



‘
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vincialis noverit pre cise valorem reditaam. Sa

cram aatem esto qaantam cor bonaRamona con

tinea t.

IX . Concionentar nostr i, et ab iqae in collo

quiis propalent, to ad paeroram instructiona l , et

populi sub sidiam venisse , ac omnia gra tis, et sine

personarum ezceptione pre stare, nec esse in gra

vamen commanita tis, a t ca ter i Ordines relig iosi .

C A P . II.

Quomodo Principum, Magnatum et Primal-ion i
P. P. Socrz rs '

rrs familiaritatem acquirent, et

conse rvab unt.

I . CONATUS (mi nis ad hoc in primis adhib en
da s, a tP rincipam etpr imarioram ub ique locoram

aares ct animus ob tineamas , no sit qa i in no s aud

ea t insurgere , ga in immo omnes cogantar d nob is

dependere .

I I . Cam aatem exper ientia doceat P rinci s et

Magnates tampra sertim afi ci personis societie s
ticis ,
p
aando odiosa eoramfacta dissimulant, sed

in me wrem patiuapartem ea interpretantar , a t

v idero est in matrimoniis contrahendis cam afi ni

b us, aat cansanga ine is, aa t similib us, animandi
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b e in a capacity b oth to recounmend themsebves
and t heir Society. To this end therefore, let
none b ut tho se zealous for our interest, and per

sons
'

well versed in the schemes -

and institution
of the society, b e ever pitched upon fo r such

purpo ses .

“V . Ab ove all, due care must b e tshen to curry
favourwith the 'minions and domestics -

o fprinces

and no b lemen ; whom b y small presenwp snd
many

-oflice s of pit y, we may so
'far b iasg

’

ns b y
mean s of them to get a faithful intelligence of

the b ent of their masters humours and inc line

tion s ; thus will the so ciety b e the b etter quali

fied to chime in with all the ir tempers .

VI . How much the so ciety has b enefited from

their engagements in marriage treatie s ,the houses

ofAustr ia and Bour b on P oland
,

and o ther king
dotns, are ex

‘

mental evidences. Wherefo re
let such mate e s -b e with prudence picked out,

whose parents are our friends , and
‘

firn
'

fly
ear s our interests .

VII . Princesses and ladie s of quality aré
‘

easily
to b e gained b y the influence of the women of
their b ed- chamb er ; fo r which reason, we must
b y

“
‘i
all

‘

méans pay a articular address to these ,
lb

’

i hereby there wil b e
'

nb
‘

secrets in this family,
b ut

‘

what we shall have fully disclo sed to us .

VIII . In directing the consciences of great
men, it must b e ob served, that our confe ssors
are to fo llow the opinion of tho se who allow the

in Oppo sition to that o i o ther

that, the ir penitents b e ing al

ospect ‘
of such freedom, may

them, andWholly depend upon
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IX . Prince s , prelates , and all o the rs who are

capab le of b eing s ignally serv iceab le to ~the o rde r
,

must b e favoured so far as to b e made partakers
of all the merits of the so c iety, after a prope r

info rmation of the high impo rtance of so great a

privilege .

X . Let these nations b e cautiously and with

cunning in stilled into the

f
people , that this so

ciety is entrusted with a or greater wer of

ab so lving, e ven in the n ice st case s ; a dispen
sing with fasts ; with paying and demanding of

deb ts ; with impediments of matrimony , and

o ther common matters , than any o ther
.

re ligious

order : which insinuations will b e of such conse

quence , that many of nece ssit must have re

course to us , and thereb y lay t emselve s under

the stricte st ob ligations .

XI . It will b e very proper to give invitations

to such to attend our se rmon s and fe llowships ,
to hear our o ration s , and declamation s , as also

to compliment them with .verses and the se s to

addre ss them in a genteel and complaisant man

ner, and at pr0per oppo rtun ities to give them

handsome entertainments .

XII . Let proper methods b e used to getknow
ledge o f the animo sitie s that arise among great

men , that we may have a finger in reconc iling
the ir differences ; fo r b y this means , we shall

gradually b ecome acquainted with their friends
and secret affairs , and o f neces sity engage one

of the artie s in our intere sts .

X II But should discovery happen to b e

made , that any person serve s e ither king or

prince , who is not well- affected towards our

society , no stone must b e left unturned b y our

0
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memb ers; o r (which is-mo re
to induce him ‘b y promises ,

must lie -

p rocured fo r him under

his king o r prince ,) to entertain a friendship for,
and familiarity with us .

XIV . Let all b e ve »
‘

cautious of recommend
i ng . ar prefe rri ng se e as have b een any way
dismissed from the so ciet b ut especially th

‘

oi e

who of their own acco rd ave departed from it ;
fin: let them disguise it

'

e ver so cunninglymeVer

tireless they always retain an implacab le
against our (laden

.

XV . Finally , t all with such artfulne s s gain

the ascendant over prince s , nob lemen , and the

magistrate s of every place , that theymay b e rea

dy amour b eeh e ven to sacrifice their nearest re

lot ions ; andm at -intimate friends,when we
‘

ssyrt
dsafor our in teres t and a dvantage s

QH
‘

A P I I I .

1. ALL that has b een b eforementioned, may
-ln

great measure
”

b e applied to the se ; and we

must also b e industrious to pro cure the ir favour

against every one that a po se s us .

II . Their autho rity an wisdom must b e court

ed , fo r ob tain ing several ofi ces to b e discharged

b y us ; we must also make a handle of the ir ad

c 2
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warded with pub lic commendations , and the me
mo ry of the action transmitted in writing to latest

po sterity.

VI.In pro secution of the same end,we must en

ge s uch prelates to make use ofus b oth for con
e ssors and counse llors ; and if they at any time
aim at higher preferment from the see of Rome ,
their pretensions must b e b acked with such strong
interest o f our friends in every place , as we shall
b e almo st sure no t to meet with a disappoint
ment.
VII . Due care mu st b e also taken b such o f

our memb ers who have intercourse wit b ishops
and prince s , that the socie ty , when the se found
e ither co llege s o r paro chial churche s , may always
have the power of presenting vicars fo r the cure

of souls and that the supe rintendant of the

place fo r the time b e ing b e appo inted curate , to

the end we may grasp the who le government of

the church ; and its parishioners b y that means

b ecome such vassals to us , that we can ask no

thing of them ,
that they will dare to deny u s .

VIII . Wherever the governo rs !of academics

hamper our design s, o r the catho l1es or heretics

Oppose us in our foundations ; we mu st endea

vour the prelate s to secure the principal pu l

pits this means , the so ciety at least may
some time o r o ther have an oppo rtunity of re

monstrating the ir wants , and laying open their

necessitie s .

IX . The prelate s of the church , ab ove all o th

ers ,must b e mightily care ssed when the affair of

canon ization o f any of o ur memb ers is upon the

foo t ; and at such a time , letters b y all means

must b e procured from prince s a n
d nob lemen, b y
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who se interest the matter may b e promoted at

the court of R ome .

X . If ever it happen thatprelate s or nob lemen
are employed in emb as sies , all caution must b e

taken to prevent them from using any re li

o rder that oppo se s ours , lest their disafi
‘

ec tion to

us should b e infused into their masters , and they
propagate it among the provinces and cities

where we re side . And if ever amb assadors of
this kind pass through rovinces o r cities where

we have colle es , let t em b e rece ived with all
due marks of onour and e steem , and as hand

some ly en tertained as religious decency can p03

s ib ly admit of.

C H A P . IV .

1 k M thiags
’ to b e rewm ded topreachers, and can

I . LET the memb ers of our soc iety direc t

prince s and greatmen in such a manner, that they
may seem to have no thing else in view b ut the

promo tio n of God
’

s glo ry ; and advise them to

no o ther auste rity of conscience , b ut what they
themselves are willing to comply with ; fo r the ir
aim must no t, immediately, b ut b degree s and
insensib ly, b e directed towards po itical and se

cular dominion .

II . We must the refo re often inculcate into

them that honours and preferments in the state

should always b e conferred according to the rules
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'

~

1huc ltnfl
'

er1dad vat

any way!

hurried awaye b y the impale.
In the next place , our memo

b ers must with gravity .protest, and in a so loing
manner affirm that the administration wo i pub lic

is what they with reluctance interfere sh e
and that the dut of the ir office ob lige s them o i

ten to speak suc truths as they would o therwise

omit. When this point sis . once g ained ,
’

care
must b e taken to lay b efo re them the several Vit o

tue s pe rsons should b e furnished with; who are to

b e admitted in to pub lic employs ; no t forge tting
$1i to recommend to them s uch as are sincere

friends to our o rde r : b ut this must b e done in

such a manner, as no t immediately to e b rne from
us (unles s the prince s enjo in it) ; fo r it may b e
effected with a far b etter grace b y such as are

their favourites and familiars .

III. Wherefo re , let the confe sso rs and preachers
b elonging to our o rderfb e info rmed b y our friends
of person s proper fo r eve ry oflice , and ab ove all,
of such as are our b enefacto rs ; who se names let

them always carefully keep b y them, that when

prope r Opportunities ocBur, they may b e palmed
upo n the p rince b y the dexterity of ourmamb ere,
or the ir agents .

IV . Let the confessors and preachers always
rememb e r, with complaisance and a winning ad

dres s , to so o th rinse s , and never give them the

least ofl
'

ence in eir sermons or private conve rsa

; .to di scs s the ir minds of
doub ts and ears , and exhort them

faith, hope , and po litical justice .

iv . Let .them seldo or never accept of man
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mindful to give the ub lic some si nal instances
o f the ir virtue and earning, b y directing the ir
pup

ils in the presence ofthe utt magistrates ,
an pulace , in their sever stu ies , or en
ing t em in the performance of some other so o l
astio exercises proper forgainingpub lic applause .

I. FOR
.

the managing this affair, let such
memb ers only b e cho sen as are advanced in age ,
of a lively com lexion and agreeab le conversa

tion ; let these fi'equently visit such widows , and
the minute they b egin to shew any affection to

wards our order, then is the time to lay b efore
them the good works and merits of the society
if they seem kindly to give ear to this , and b egin
to vis1t our churches,we must b y all means take
care to provide them confessors, b y whom they
may b e well admonished, especial! to a constant

perseverance in their state of wi owhood ; and

this , b enumerating and praising the advantages

and fe icity of a single life ; and let them pawn

the ir faiths , and themselves too as a security, that
a firm continuance in such a

°

ous resolution , will

infallib purchase an etem merit, and rove a

mo st e ectual

f
rneans o

f escaping, the o erwise

certain s 0 ur to

II. A
lh
a

d

u

let this
)

sage o
r

dnfessors persuade them
to engage in b eautifying e

g
mc chapel or oratory

n
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in their own houses , as a proper place
dailymeditations and devotions : b y thismeans,
they will b e more easily disengaged from the
conversation and addres s ofinlportunate suitors
and although they have a chaplain of their own,

yet never let the confessors desist from celeb rat
ingmass , nor on all occasions giving them proper

exhortations ; and to b e sure (if possib le) to keep
the cha lain under.
III. Kl atters which relate to the management

of the house , mu st b e changed insensib l and

with the

g
reatest prudence , regard b e ing ad to

person , p ace , affection and devo tion .

IV . Care must b e taken to remove such ser

vants particularly, as do not keep a good under
standing with the society ; (b ut let this b e done
b y little and little and when we have managed
to wo rk them out, le t such he recommended as

already are , o r willingly would b ecome our crea
tures ; thus shall we d1ve into every secret, and

have a finger in every affair transacted in the

family .

V . The confessormustmanage his matters so ,
that the widowmay have such faith in him, as

not to do the least thing without his advice , and

his only ; which he may occasionally insinuate to

b e the only b asis of her spiritual edification.

VI She must b e advised to the frequent use

and celeb ration of the sacraments , b ut especially
that ofpenance ; b ecause in that she freely makes
a discove ry of her mo st secret thoughts , and

every temptation . In the neat place, let her

frequentl communicate , and apply fo r instruo
tions to ber confessor ; to the performance o f

which, she must b e invited b y promise s of s ome
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visit the widow, or receive visits from her, if
they all cannot b e wo rked out, yet let none b e
admitted b ut what are either recommended b y
some of our society, or are dependents upon
them.

XI. When we have thus far gained our point,
the widow must b e , b y little and little , excited
to the
p
erfo rmance of good works , especially

those 0 charity ; which, however, she must b y
no means b e suffered to do , without the direc ~

tion of her gho stly father, since it is of the last
impo rtance to her soul, that her talent b e laid
out with a prospect of ob taining spiritual inte
rest ; and s ince charity ill

- applied, o fte n proves

the cause and incitement to sins , which efl
’

aces

the merit and reward that might otherwise at

tend it.

C H AP . V I I .

H ow such widow are to be secured, and in what ma nner

I . THEY are perpetually to b e presssd to a

perseverance in their
devo tion and good wo rks ,

m such manner, that no week pass in which they
do not, of their own accord, la somewhat apart

out of their ab undance , for the onour of Christ,
the b lessed Virgin , or their patron saint ; and let

them dispose of it in relief of the poor, or in

b eautifying of churches , till they are entirely
stripped of their superfluous stores , and

unne

ces sary riches .
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II. But if, b e sides their general acts of b e

neficence, they shew a particular lib erality to us ,

and continue in a course of such laudab le works ,
let them b e made partakers of all the merits of
the society, and favoured with a special indul

gence from the provincial, or even from the ge

ne ral, if the ir quality b e
‘

such as may in some

measure demand it.

III. If they have made a vow of chastity, let

them, according to our custom, renew it twice a

year ; and let the day whereon this is done , he

set apart fo r innocent recreations with the mem

b ers of the society.

IV. Let them b e frequently visited, and enter
tained in an reeab le manner, with spiritual

stories ; and so diverted with pleasant dis

courses , according to their particular hummu s
and inclinations .

V. They must not b e treated with to o much

severity in confession , lest we make them mo

ro se and ill- tempered , unle ss their favour b e so

far engaged b y o thers , that there is dan er of

not regaining it ; and in this case , great iscre

tion is to b e used in fo rming a judgment of the
natural inconstancy ofwomen.

VI . Good management must b e used to pre

vent their visiting the churches o f others , or

seeing the ir feasts , b ut e specially those o f re

ligi ous orders ; for which

ap
o se , let them hear

it often repeated, that l e indulgences of

o ther orders are with greater extent contained in

ours .

VII . If they pro ose to put on a weed, give

them the lib erty of
)

such a b e

has in it an air b oth religious
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that they may not think they are altogether to
b e governed b y their spiritual guide . Lastly,
if there b e no suspicion of their inconstancy, b ut
they are , on the contrary, faithful and lib e ral to
our society, allow them 111 moderation , and with
out offence , whatever pleasures they have an in
clination to .

VIII . Let women that are young, and de

scended from rich and nob le parents , b e placed
with tho se widows , that they may, b y degrees ,
b ecome sub ject to our directions , and accustom
ed to our method of living : As a governe s s to

these , let some woman b e cho sen and appo inted

b y the family
- confessor ; let these sub mit to all

the censures, and other customs of the society
b ut such as will not conform themselve s , imme
diately dismiss to their parents, or tho se who put
them to us, and let them b e represented as nu

tractab ly stub b orn, and of a perverse dispo si

tron .

IX . Nor is less care to b e taken of their health
and recreations than of their salvation ; where

fore if ever they complain of any indispo sition ,

immediately all fasting, canvas, disci line , and

other corporeal penance must b e forb i den ; nor
let them b e permitted to stir ab road even to

church, b ut b e tended at home with privacy
and care . If they secretly steal into the garden ,

or co llege, seem as if you knew it not, and allow
them the lib erty of conversation and private

diversions with those whose c ompany is mo st

agreeab le to them.

X . That the widow may dispo se of what she

has in favour of the society, set as a pattern to

her, the perfect state of holy men, who having
1 . 2
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with the Pope , and all princes ; and that it is the
mo st perfect in itself, in that it discards all per
sons offensive or unqualified, from its commu
nit and therefore is purified from that scum
an dregs with which the monks are infected ,
who , generally speaking, are a set o f men nu

learned
, stupid, and slothful, negligent of their

duty , and slaves to the ir b ellie s .

XIV . Let the confe ssors ropo se to them,

and endeavour to persuade t em to pay small

pensions and contrib utions towards the yearly
support of colleges and profe ssed house s , b ut
e specially of the profe ssed house at R ome ; no r

let them fo rget the ornaments of churches, wax

tapers , wine , &c . things nece ssary in the cele

b ration of the sacrifice of the mas s .

XV . If any widow doe s not in her life - time
make over her whole estate to the society
whenever opportunity ofi

'

ers , b ut e specially when

she is se ized with sickness , o r in danger o f l ife ,
let some take care to repre sent to her the po

verty of the greatest numb er of our co lleges ,
whereofmany just erected have hardly as et any
foundation ; engage her, b y a winning b e aviour

and inducing arguments , to such a lib erality, as

ou must persuade her) will lay a certain foun

dhtion for her eternal happiness .

XVI . The same art must b e used with prince s

and other b enefac tors ; for th

qy
must b e wrought

up to a b elief, that the se are e only actsWt h

wrll pe tuate their memo ries in this wo rld, and

secure t em eternal glory in the next : b ut should

any persons out of ill-will pretend to trump up
the example of our Saviour, who had not where

on to lay his head, and from thence urge, that
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the society of Jesus Ought to distinguish them
selves b y their poverty : in answer to such ia
sinuations as these , we must seriousl inculcate
on the minds of all, that the state of t e church ,
b e ing altered from what itwas , and now changed
into a monarchy , it cannot maintain its ground
against mighty enemies , unle ss supported b y
great authority and power, and that it is that
little stone which was fore to ld b y the prophet,
should b e hewn out of the rock, and afterwards
rise into a vast mountain .

XVII . Tho se who are inclined to acts of cha

rity , and the ado rning o f temple s , should b e fre

quently told, that the heighth of perfection con

sists in withdrawing their affections from ear thly
things , thereb y making Christ and his fo llowers
po ssesso rs of them.

XVIII . But since our expectations must ne

cessarily b e less from widows that educate the ir

children for the b usiness of the world we shall

now proceed to lay down methods proper for

preventing this inconvenience .

C H AP. V I I I .

How widows
’

chiklren are to be treated, that they may
emb race relig ion or a devoted life.

I . AS it will b ehove the widows to act with

reso lution , so must we proceed with gentlene s
s

upon this o ccas ion . Let the mo thers b e m

structed to use the ir children harshly, even from

their cradles , b y plying them with reproofs and
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frequent chastisements , And when their
daughters are near grown up to discretion, let

them then especially b e denied the common
dress and ornaments of their sex ; at all times
offering up prayers to God, that he would inspire
them with a desire of entering into a religious

order, and promising them very plentiful por
tions , on condition they would b ecome nuns ;
let them lay b efore them the many inconve
niences attending every one in a married state ,

and tho se in particular which they themselve s
have found b y woful experience ; ofte n lament
ing the great misfortune of their younger ears ,

in not having preferred a single life . And astly,
let them persist to use them in this manner, that
their daughters ma think of a religious state ,

b eing tired b y lea
°

ng such a life with their

mothers .

II . Let our memb ers converse familiarly with
their sons , and if they seem fit fo r our turn, ia
traduce them occasionally into the colle e , and

let every thing b e shewn with the b est ace , to

invite them to enter themselves of the order : as
the gardens , vineyards, country seats , and villas ,
where those of our societ pass an agreeab le
life : let them b e informs of our travels into

several parts of the world, of our familiarit with

princes, and whatever else may b e agreea Is to

youth : let them see the outward neatness of our

refecto ries and chamb ers, the agreeab le inter

course we have one with ano ther, the easiness o f

our rules ,which yet has the promise of the glo ry
ofGod ; and lastly, the pre

- eminence of our o r

der ab ove all o thers ; not forgetting, amidst

our discourses of iety, to entertain them also

with pleasant and iverting stories .
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CHAP. I X.

I. NEVER admit any erson, if it can well

b e revented, to his last degree , so lo ng as he

sh have an expectation o f any e state falling
to him

, unless he has a b rother in the soc iety
who is younger than himself, or some o the r im

po rtant reasons require it ; b ut ab ove all things ,
and in every action , the increase of the society
must b e regarded, fo r ends known to the supe

riors ; who in this po int (no doub t) agree that,
for the greater displaying of God

’

s glo ry, the

church should b e restored to its ancient splen

dour, b y the perfect harmony of all its clergy .Wherefo re let it frequently, in every place , b e

pub lished, that the society consists partly o f

professo rs so ve

gl
or, that, excepting the

daily alms of the ful, they are entirely des

titute o f the common nece ssaries of life ; and

partly of others , poor indeed , b u t po sses sed of

some l ittle matters , b y help whereof the sub
sist, b e ing, neither for their studies , nor e du
ties they perform, an incumb rance to the people ,
as other mendicants are . Therefo re let con

fessors of princ e s , and nob lemen , widows and

o thers
, (from whom our expectations mayreason

ab ly b e large) with great se riousne ss i nculcate

this no tion , that while we administer to them in

divine and spiritual things , they at least should

in return , contri b ute to us of their earthly and
temporal and let no opportunity ever b e shpped
of receiving from them whatever is OM : and

r 2
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if any thing he promised, and the perfo rmance
dela d , take care to remind them thereo f with

pru ence , and in . such a manner as may b est
conceal our love of riche s . Bu t sho uld any con
fe ssor, either of nob lemen or o the rs , seem the

least negligent to put in practice these rules, let
him, at a proper Opportunity, b e removed, and

put another more fit in his room : and should it
b e necessary, for the greater satisfac tion of the

penitents , let him b e sent to one of the mo st
distant co lle e s, saying, that a person of his

ab ility, woul b e there of much greater service
to the society : for we have lately b een info rmed

that several youngwidows , b e ing snatched away
b y sudden death , did no t b equeath to us the ir

valuab le effects through the negligence o f some
memb ers who did not take care to accept

‘

Of

them in due time ; for in tting these things ,
regard is not to b e had to t e time , b ut the good

inclination
‘

Of the penitent

II. Letwvariouswiles b e

curre nt , pastors , and
'

o ther rich eccle siastics ; to

the exercise
‘

o f spiritual acts
affection fo r holy things ,

‘

we may
them to the soc iety ; and b y thatmeans prormse
ou rselves to b e in some measure partakers of

their lib erality .

III. Confes sors 'must remerhb er
‘

to sift
‘

o ut

of their nitents at proper O rtuniti

family, iflations , ents , friggis , and efi
'

ects

they have : then earn their reven ions, state ,
intention , and resolution , which

"they m
‘

ust en~

deavour tomould in favour of the sb ciety , if it

b e
‘

not so already. If, at first trial, we have

prospect of advantage , (it
a

b eing improper to pry
r
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into all things at once ,) let the same confessor,
under pretence of b etter cle aring the ir con

science , or do ing some soul- saving énance ,
strictly enjo in them to make weekly con e ssions ;
and grave ly, and with a seeming honest intsu
tion, invite them to it, that he may have the

b etter Opportunity to propo se the que stions, at

several times , which he could not so conveniently
offer at once . The matte r succeeding accordih
to his wish ; if it b e a female penitent, let 1

ways he tried to induce her to persist in frequent

confe ssions , and constant attendance on the ser
vice Of the church ; if a male , to frequent the

company of the memb ers of our society , and to

endeavour to ente r into a familiarity with them.

IV . What has b een said, in relation to widows ,
must b e made use of towards merchants, rich

citizens , and married people who are childless ;
whose entire estates the so ciety may often s e

quire , provided these rules b e prudently put in

practice : b ut, chiefi they must b e ob served
with respect to rich smale devotees , who often

converse with our memb ers ; upon who se ao

count the common people can b ut grumb le at

mo st, unless they happen to b e descended from
nob le families.

Let the rectors Of colleges endeavour to

procure thorough information , of the houses,

gardens , farms , vineyards, villages, and other

effects , b elonging
to the prime nob ility , mer

chants and citizens ; and (if po ssib le) of the

taxes and rents with which they are incumb ered

b ut this may b e done with caution , and most

effectually at confessions , in familiar conversa

tion, and private discourses. And whenever. a
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se lves of different orders. But should there b e
an only son , let no means he Omitted fo r the
b ringing him over to the society, and freeing
him from all fear of his parents ; let him b e per

sueded it is a call from ab ove ; and shewn how

acceptab le a sacrifice itwould b e to God, should

he desert his parents without their knowledge o r
consent; if this b e effected, let him enter his
no vic iate in a remo te co llege , having first given

info rmation to the general. But if they happen

to have b o th sons and daughters , let the daugh

ters b e first dispo sed o f in a nunnery ; and after

wards let the sons b e drawn into the society
when they are got into posse ssion of their sisters

effec ts .

IX . Let superiors earnestly, b ut with mild
ness , advise the confessors of such widows and

married people , to ap ly themselves industrious
ly for the service Of t e soc iety, according to the

instructions b efore laid down ; b ut if they will

no t act confo rmab le thereto , let o thers b e sub

stituted in their places , and they removed a good

way off, to prevent them from keeping up the

least co rre spondence with an of the family.

X . Let the widows o r O er devotee s , who

seem with fervency to aspire at spiritual perfec

tion , b e b rought to give up all they have to the

soc iety , and b e contented to live 11 on such

allowance as we from time to time 8 all think
they have occasion fo r ; that, b y easing their

minds Of the cares and anxieties of worldly
b e mo re at lib erty for the ser

vice of

XI. The b etter to convince the world of the

society
’

s poverty, let the superiors b orrowmoney
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on b ond, of some rich ersons who are our friends,
and when it is due , efer the paym ent thereof.
Afterwards let the person who lent the money
(e specially in time ofdangerous sickne ss) b e con
stantly visited, and b al l methods wrought upon
to deliver up the hon b y this means, we shall
not b e mentioned in the deceased

’

s will ; and et

gain handsomely,without incurring the ill
-wil Of

their he irs .

XII . It will also b e proper to b orrow money
of some at a yearly intere st, and dispose of it
to o thers at a higher rate , that the income on one

hand may more than answer the outgo on the

o ther . Fo r in the mean time , it may happen ,
that our friends , to whom we are indeb ted,
c ompassionating the necessitie s

,

of the socie t

y
,

when they find us en aged in erecting of co

leges , o r b uilding of c urches , may, b y will, Or

donation in the ir life - times , forgive us the in
te rest, and may b e , the princ ipal .

X III . The society may also advantageousl

traffic under the b orrowed names of some rich
merchants , our friends ; b ut never without a

pro spect o f certain and ab undant gain ; and this
may b e done even to the Indies, which hitherto ,
b y the b ountiful favour of God, have furnished

us no t only with souls , b ut also plenteou sly sup

plied our coffers with wealth .

XIV . In whatever places our memb ers reside ,
let them never Omit to provide a physician who
is firm to the interest of the society : him let

them recommend to the sick, and prefer b efore

all others ; tha t he , in return , b y extolling our
so ciety ab ove all o ther religious orders, may
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Occasion us to b e called to al l persons of dis
tinction , when afi icted with sickness, b ut chiefly
to such as are past hope s of recovery .

XV. Le t the confe sso rs b e co nstant in visit
ing the sick, b ut espec ially such as are thought
to b e in danger ; and that the ecclesiastics and

memb ers of other orders may b e discarded with
a good pretence, let the superiors take care that
when the confessor i s ob liged to withdraw, o thers
may immediately succe edf and keep up the sick

person in his good reso lutions . At this time it
may b e adviseab le to move him b y apprehensions
o f hell, are . at least o f purgatory ; and tell h

'

nn,

i s quenched b y water , so sin is entin

guished b y acts o f charity : and that alms can

never b e b etter b estowed, than for the nourish

ment and support of such who b y their calling
profess a des ire to promo te the salvation of their
ne ighb o ur : thus will the sick b ecome partake rs
o f our merit, and b y it atone for the sins they
have committed ; for chari ty covers a multitude
of sin s . This virtue may b e also repre sented to

them as that wedding
-

garment, without which
no one is admitted to the heavenly feast.
let some passages b e quoted out of the sacred
writ, and ho ly fathers b eing had

to the sick son
’

s capac ity) b e judged
mo st prep:

or

fi
rsuading him ompliance .

XVI . t the women who complain Of

the vice s o r i - humour o f their husb ands, b e ih
structed secretly to withdraw a sum of money ,

b y making an Ofi
‘

ering there of to God, they
ma expiate the crimes of their sinful help

-mates,
on secure a pardo n for them.
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let them then b e dismissed, as persons not duly
mortified, who se b ad example may b e pernicious
to o thers ; and if the reason o f their expulsion b e

required b y their parents , o r the prelates of the
church, let them b e repre sented as not having
the true Spirit of the soc iety .

II . ‘ Let such also b e dismissed, who make a
scruple of acquiring riches for the societ and
set fo rth as persons to o much in love wit their

own Opinions : and if the desire to give an ao

count of the ir actions b e are the provincials , let

them no t b e heard, b ut compelled to conform

themselve s to the statute , which commands im

plicit o b edience from all.

111. Let us ob serve , from the first entrance ,
and e ven from their tender years , who they are

thatmake the greate st advan ces in the ir affection
fo r us and let such as are found to retain a love ,
e ither for other o rders , the poor, or their parents ,
b e , b y little and little , dispo sed fo r dismission,
according to the method already mentioned,
since they

.

are not likely to prove of any service

to the soc1ety .

C H AP. XI .

1 . SINCE those that are dismissed, do fre

quently very much prejudice the society,
.

b y
divulg ing such secrets as the

y
have b een pnvy

to ; their attempts must there are b e ob viated 1n
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IV. Whatever accusations these b ring against
us, let them b e oppugned b y the author1ty of

some grave memb ers, who must everywhere de
clare that the society dismisses none b ut upon

very good reasons , nor ever laps off memb ers
that are sound ; this must b e confirmed b y the

zeal and conc ern we shew fo r the souls of all

strangers in general : how much greater must it.

therefore b e for tho se who are memb ers of our

order ?

V . In the next place , le t the society, b y all

manner of ob ligations , endeavour to prevail upon
the hob lemen and prelates, with whom the dis

missed may have any c redit o r authority, to deny
them their countenance and let it b e shown

that the common good o f an o rder, which is as

famous as it is useful to the church, should d o

ways he preferred to the private advanta of

any pamcular perso n whatsoever and uld

they still retain an affection fo r them, it will then

b e o f importance to lay Open the causes of their

expulsion , and even to aggravate them with tho se

we have no po sitive proo f of, so they can b ut b e

deduced b y prob ab le consequence .

VI. Let all po ssib le care b e taken to hinder

the promo tion of such to office s and preferments

in the church, who o f their own acco rd have re

linquished the society ; unless they sub mit them
selves, and all they have in the world, to our dis

po sal, in such a manner, that it may plainly
appear to every one , they are willing to have

their whole dependence on us .

VII. Let them (as far as ssib le) b e timely
remo ed from the exercise ot

P
honourab le func

tions in the church, such as preaching, confes
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country
- seats ; let them accom v

ourmemb ers at times of recreation, and b y$215
and little -b e drawn into a familiarity ; b ut how
ever, with such roper cautions as may prevent
its b reeding in t em contem t.

IV. Let not their masters allowed to chas
tise , nor keep them in sub jection as the other
scholars .

V. Let them b e allured, b y littl e presents , and
indulgement of lib erties agreeab le to their age ;
and

,
ab ove all, let the ir affections b e warmed

with spiritual discourse s .

VI . Let it b e inculcated, that their b eingcho sen
out o f such a numb er, rather than any o f their
fellow- co llegiates, is a mo st pregnant instance of
divine appo intment.
VII . On other o ccasions , b ut especially in

exhortations , let them b e terrified with denunc i
ation of eternal punishment, unless they accept
of the heavenly 1nvitation .

VIII . The mo re earnestly they
desire admis

sion into our society, the longer et the grant o f

such favour b e deferred, provided, at
'

the same
time , they seem stedfast in their resolution ; b ut
if their minds appear to b e wavering, let all pro

pic
rmethods b e used fo r the immedrate fixing of

t em.

I
'

X . Let them b e strictly cautioned, not to

make the least discovery of their call to ti

mate friends , nor even so much as to

rents , b efore they are b ecome one o f us
afterwards any temptation to fall off, arises , b oth
they and the soc iety will b e wholly at th
ties ; and shouldwe get the b etter of such inali

nations, it will always b e a handle, from their
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maintain among all, and the universal honour

and applause they meet with everywhere , from

persons
'

of all qualities and degrees . Let an

enumeration b e made of the rince s and nob le

men , who , to the great com o rt of their souls ,
lived in the society of Jesus , and are dead , and

yet live . Let us shew that nothing is mo re

pleasing to God , than that young men should

devote themselves entirely to him, especially as

companions in the soc iety of his Son ; and that
it is one of the greatest felicitie s , for a man, from
his youth, to b ear th e yoke of the Lo rd : b ut if

any difficultie s b e started , b y reason of the ten

derne ss of their age , let the easiness of our insti

tution b e explained, which co ntains no thing in it
very difiicult to b e ob served , except the keeping
of three vows ; and (which is very remarkab le)
not any one rule , who se non - ob servance would

b e the commission even of a venial sin .

C H A P. XIV .

Of reserved cases, and causes

I . BES IDES the cases already mentioned in

our statutes, in which the superio r only , or the

ordinar confessor, b y his autho rity , has wer

to ab so ve ; there are o the rs , namely, 8 omy,

efi
'

eminacy, fo rnication, adultery, uncleanness ,

unseemly commerce with man or woman ; the
commission also of any heinous offence against

the society, its honour or interest,whether through
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To offs et this , a method may easily b e
‘fmlhd, to

wit, b y continually ush g themhardly, and do ing
every thing contrary to their n inclinatio
sub jecting them t o severe

fuming thorn foam thexmme honourab le
and functions ; tillxthey b egin to murmur against
such usage . u

p
retained, as

e ither Openly 'oppo se the ir supe rio rs , or,in pub lic
or private, make complainmagainst them to their
fellow-memb ers , b ut especially to strange rs ; ai r

such as condemn ;to their asso ciates , or strange” ,

the conduct iof th e society in the amassing or

management of temporal go ods , o r any o ther o f

our methods of roceediug : as for instance , our

suppre ss ing, and
)

keeping under all either disaf

fected to , o r expelled from, our order, &c . o r that

admit in conversation , o r defend the Venetians,
French, o r o thers , who b y hindering us from get

ting a fo oting among them, have done the so ciety
into lerab le damages.

VII . Before the time of their dismission , let
them b e treatedwith the utmo st severit removed

from their usual duties , and hurried a out kom

one to ano th er ; and though they do whatever

you task them, yet. always find fault, and under

this pretence remove them to some o ther. For

the slighe st offe nce , tho ugh inadvertently cour
w itted; b e sore nyou s sub ject them to a heavy

pun ishment ; in -pub lic , constantly ab ash them,

till they are ab le no longer to b ear it, and then

turn them out, as pe rsons whose example may b e

pernic ious to others ; and fo r this purpo se chooae

such place and opportunity , as they never in the

least thought of.





https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join




91

or the intere st of their parents and friends ; so
that b y currying favour with the principalmonas
terie s , the societyma b y degrees get an acquaint
ance with,andwork emselves into the friendship
of, almo st the whole city.

II. Yet, on the o ther side , let our female de
vo tees b e forb id to frequent nunn

‘

eries , le st the
should b e mo st taken with thatkind of life ; an
we thereb y b e b aulked in our expectations of
what they have . But let themb e induced to the

perfo rmance o f the ir vow o f chastity,
\ and o b e

dienes , b y the care of their confe sso r ; b y his
shewing them that such method of living, is con
formab le to the purity o f the primitive church,
b eing as a candle which diffuses its light through

the who le ho use , and not hid under a b ushe l; and
consequently contrib uting nothing to the edifi

cation of our neighb our, or the good of souls;
and, like the good widows in the go spel, that they
should commumcate o f their sub stance to Christ,
b y the ir b ounty to his companions . Lastly, let
every argument b e applied which may create in

them an aversion to a recluse life ; b ut let all
these instructions b e delivered to them under

the strictest ob ligations to secre cy, le st other

o rders should happen to hear o f them.

s

\
‘ u
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CHAP. XVIIf

I . LET ourmemb ers chiefly
always to act with unanimity, even in things of
trifling moment ; or at least to have the outward
appearance of do ing so fo r b yxthismeans ,what
ever confusionsmay arise in the
of necessity will alw

gro und .

’

11 . Let all earnestly endeavour so to shine in

their learning and good example , that o ther reli

gious , e specially tho se of the clergy, &c . may b e
eclipsed, and

~the common ~

people
~at length drawn

in to request us to discharge every ofi ce . And
let it b e also pub licly declared ,

~that a very great
fund of learning is no t so ab so lute ly necessary in

pasto rs , provid ed in all other respects th ey dis

charge their duty as they ought : for the societ

can assist with advi ce o n emergencies, for whic
reason it has go od offices o f this sort

cular esteem.

III. Let kings and princes b e kept up in this

the catho lic faith,
sub sist witho ut the civil power,

whichhowevermusthsmanagedwith the t
this . means cue w eathe rs .wfll

into the favour ofpersons in the

highest po sts of government, and consequently
b e admitted into their mo st secret councils .

IV . It will b e also proper to entertain their

curio sity with the newest, choicest, and most

genuine transcripts that can b e purchased from
all places .
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GREGORY xx . decreed thus Be it known

to all who are under the dominion of heretics ,
that they are set free from ever

y
tie of fidelity

and ob edience duel o them, o aths and so

lemn engagements to the c ontrary notwith ‘

standing.

”

The n o nv sv uo n o r co n s
'
rANc r. declares ,

concerning every safe conduct granted b y the

Emperor, King, o r other temporal prince s , to

heretics , or persons accused of here sy, in hope s

of reclaiming them, that it ought r
nqt to b e o f

any preemies to the Catholic Faith, or cemsiaatical jurisdiction, no r to hinder but
s uch persons -

yma mud ought to b e examined ,

judged , and punis
y
w , acco rding .

as justice shall
requ1ne , ,

-1f those heretics shall refus e to revoke

their errors, although theyshall have come to
to the place of judgment relying on their safe
conduct, and without which they would not
‘have come thither.”

Upon this decision John
‘I-Iuss was se ized, cori

demned , and b urned . having come to Constance
re lying upon a safe conduct given him b y the
Emperor Sigismund .

The last canno n . o r LATERAN renewed, and

o f BONIFACE v u r . which runs thus We
declare , say, define , and pronounce it to b e o f
necessi for salvation for every human creature
to b e esn jcet to the Roman Ponti .
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1 1 . - PAPAL ECU
-LL AcAms '

r 011a

ELI!ABETH .

The damnation and excommunication of

Elizab eth,Queen of England, and her adherents,
with an addition of .other punishments .

mus, Bishop, servant of the servants of

God, ad etuam rei memor iam.

He t re igneth onhigh, to whom is given
all power in heaven and in earth, committed one

ho ly Catholic and Apo sto lic Church (out ofwhich
there is no salvation) to one alone upon earth,
namely, to Peter, the rince of.the Apo stles, and

to Peter
’

s successor, e Bishop o fRome,
governed in fullness of ower. Him alone he

made prince over all peop e , and all kingdoms , to
pluck up, to destroy. scatter, consume , lan t,
and b uild, that he may contain the faithfu that

are linked to ether with the b ond of charity, in
the unit of t Spirit, and present themspotless
and unb meab le to their Saviour.

1 . In discher e ofwhich functions we , which

are b y God
’
s goodness called to q

the government

of the .said church, do spare no
‘pains, lab ouring

with all earnestness, that unity o f the Catholic
Religion, might b e preserved uncp rrupt. Bu
the numb er of the ungodly hath gotten such
power, that there is now no place left in the

.
whole worldwhich theyhave not e ssayed to cor
ru twith their most w1cked doctrines ; amongst
o ofElizabeth. thefpretendésiQueen

'

of fies
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land, a slave of wickedness, lending thereunto
her helping hand, with whom,

as in a sanctuary,
the mostpernicious of allmen have found a refuge .

This very woman , having seized on the kingdom,

and monstro usly usurping the place of supreme

head of the Church in all England, and the chief

authority and jurisdiction thereof, hath again

b rought b ack the said kingdom into miserab le
destruction , which was then newly reconciled to
the Catholic faith and good fruits .

2 . For having b y strong hand inhib ited the

exercise of t he true religion, which Mary, lawful
Queen, of famous memory, had b y the help of

this See
i
esto re

‘

d, are
;
&c .

t t C

3.We , seeing that impietie s and wicked ao
tions are multiplied one upon

’

another,
are constrained of necessity to b etake ourselves

to the weapons ofjustice against her .

Being therefore supported b y his authority , in

whose pleasure it was to place us in this supreme

throne of Justice , we do , out of the fulness o f our

Apostolical power,declare the aforesaid Elizab eth ,
b eing a he retic , and a favourer of heretics, and

her adherents in the matters afore said, to have
incurred the sentence of anathema , and to b e

cut of from the unity of the b ody of Christ.
'4. And, moreover, we do declare her to b e

deprived of her pretended title to the kingdom
aforesaid, and of all dominion

, dignity, and pri
vilege whatsoever .

5 . And also the nob ilit sub jects , andp
e o

ple of the said kingdom,
an all o thers who ave

in any sort swo rn unto her, to b e for ever ab solved
from any such oath, and all manner of duty, of
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ro r r. CLEMENT v r. granted a spec ial indul

gence to King John and Queen Joan of France,
and to their heirs for ever , in these terms

That such confe sso r, regular or secular, as

you and they shall choo se ,may commute, for such
vows as youmay have already made , or which b y
you or your successors may b e hereafter made ,
and also , such oaths b y you taken , and b y you

and them to b e taken , in all times coming, that

you and they canno t profi tab ly keep— b y o ther
wo rks of piety as to him shall seem expedient to

wards God, and for the peace of your and their
souls . Be it therefo re , utterly unlawful to
any upon earth to annul this our grant, o r b y
any act of temerity to controvert the same . And

b e it known to every one that presumptuously at

tempts so to do , that he fo rthwith incurs the
wrath o fAlmighty God, and o f his b lessed apos
tles Peter and Paul.

”

See Dacherius, Spicileg. Miscell. Episto l . tom.

iv. p. 275.

Assurance is thusmade doub ly sure, for should
any of John

’

s successors in the throne ofFrance

feel any scruples of conscience at the idea of a
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b reach of a po sitive and sworn eng ement,not

withstanding the assurance that no aith is to b e
kept with heretics— his confessor is thus empow
ered b y infallib le autho rity, to commute any oath

which it may not b e prqfitab le to keep— for o ther
good works, such as well paid masses, offerings

to the Vir or other things equally desirab le to

the Holy atholic Church.

—POPISH POLICY .

cs anw u . BELLARMINE teaches that Here
tics are to b e destroyed, root and b ranch, if that

can po ssib ly b e done , b ut if it appear that the

Catholics are so few that they canno t convenient

ly with the ir own safety attempt such a thing,
then it is b est, in such a case , to b e quiet, lest

upon oppo sition made b y the heretics , the Catho

lics should be worsted .

”
De Laicis, lib . 3. c . 22 .



v .

'

cv nopnhn Po pzav .

shin itm
'

s

'

iru . addressed, in sm u g

-mos ,
a circular to all the Cardinals on the alteratiéns
made b yBonaparte in the Gallican Church. Tin;
circular contains the fo llowing passage :

It is re sedthat all religious persuas ions
should e tee, and theirworship pub licly ex

ercised b ut
'

wz have
'

rei
'

ected this a
'

rticle, as corn

iraty to the can
ons and the councils , to the ca

“'

thdlrc religion, to the tranquillity
k
i

nd to the welfare o f the as

Y 1
'

e
church s um s

he calls detesta b le coalitions .

”

In the same year, the Pope issued a solemn ia

struction to the Prelates ofthe Church,command
ing them to distinguish b etween the passive

oaths which ma b e taken , and the active oaths
which may not e taken , b y R oman Catho lic
sub jects of an heretica l state, and declaring,
tha t al l oa ths taken to the prej udice of the

Church are null and void .

Da . Do rm , Roman Catholic Bishop of Kil
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car, the more efl
'

ectually to prohib it Papists
m making such an engagement. And, twenty

years after this, the same injunction was repeat
ed 1n another Bull, b y v a ns ) : v 1 1 1 ., one passage

in which deserves particular attention , for it de

clares that the que stion is , whether the ho ly
sceptre of the universal Church shall b e wrested

from the Vicars ofAlmighty God : (Sad um
sacrum un iverse coolem sceptrum eripiatur Vi

cariis Omnipotentis D ei .

u
'l
‘

he laSt mentioned Pontifl
'

also issued the

following
'Bull :

Adfi tturam R eiMemoriam Urb anus Octavius,
go . It recites that having taken into his se
rio us consideration the great zeal of the Irish

towards the pmpagating of the Christian

which kingdom (fo r the ir singular fervency 1n the
true worship o fGod) was of o ld called the Land
of Saints ; and having certain no tice , that, in
imitation of their odlfy and worthy ancestors ,

they endeavoured , byforce of arms to
y
deliver their

thmlled nation fro e oppressions of the h ere

tics , and to exti“h

as those workers of iniquity ,
who had infected the mas s of catho lic puritywith

the pestiferous leaven of the ir heretical conta

gion ; b y virtue of his power of b inding
ing, which God hath conferred upon him ; to all

and every o fthe aforesaid Christians 1n the king
dom of Ireland , so long as they should militate

against the said heretics and other enemie s ofthe
Catho lic faith , he did grant a full and plenary
indulgence , and ab solute

d esiring all of them to

cions treasure . Dated
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od
'

ered to the Catho lics, under. .the spec ious pre
tence that if they do not refuse to take that oath
to the government, those penal laws whereunder

they have so long groomed, might b e repealed

and ab o lished. !have heard also , that some Ca
tho lics , laics , as well as ecclesiastics , nay, even

Bishops , have not b lushed to take this imprudent
oath, and that many o thers are ready to take it ;
so that I greatly fear lest this great

should speedily spread so wide as to

general
4. I I I b

On ve ry many accounts this new oath is

b lamab le , and unworthy of Catho lic prelate s

b ut it is moreover intolerab le , ifwe consider the

protesta tion which is annexed to it, to wit, of

d ominating and detesting f rom the heart the
doctrine which is there in declared to b e ab omi
nab le and pernicious .

Be it known to your erudition, that this
DOCTR INE, which is asserted in the oath to he
de testab le , is defended and maintained b y ve ry
many Catho lic nations , and ha th very often b een
followed in its practice b y the apostolic see .

.Wherefo re it cannot b e that an Catholic shall

declare it to b e detestab le and minab le , with
out the assertion incurring the character of a rash

proposition , false, scandalous, and injurious to
the ho ly see . Besides , I much question whethe r

a Catho lic is b ound b y an oath to b e true and

faithful to the king, as the new formulary pre
scrib es ,and afterwards explains to b e , according
to the I rish lawn

”

since the laws o fEngland and
Ireland recognise the King as head of the Church ,
and fountain of her spiritual authority . He there
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fore who takes such oath , and promises fidelity
to the King accordin to the Irish laws, must
recognise the King as ead o f the Church, and

fountain of her spi ritual autho rity. If this is , or
can b e the into retation of such wo rds ,
most illustrious

l

iio rdship, and every
tholic , ought to ob serve that it is a manifest error,
and directly contrary to the principle s o f the Ca

~

tholic religion, which acknowledgeth one only
head and fountain of ALL spir itual a uthority ,
namel the Roman Pontiff. And hence it ap
pears ow b lamab le and dete stab le in this point

is such an o ath , s ince God is the reb y called on as

the witness and vindicator of erro r.

When therefore an oath o f this kind is so
irregular and reprehensib le , who , I prayyou , can

calculate in his mind thatmo st b itte r grief where
with the mo stclementmind (pienlissimusanimals)
of the mo st holy father was pierced, when it first
reached his ears that the Catho lic laity, clergy,
and even Bishops , had either offered themselves ,
o r shewn themse lves not repugnant, to take such

to the government which did not require

it from them, and th is b efore the had consulted
the holy see , and heard its orac e , according to

that most laudab le spirit offilial ob servance and
sub ordination due to the Vica r of Jesus Christ,
their pastor and head 3 and o f that conformity
which every one should maintain to the centre of

the Catho lic Union which with singular and emi
nent veneration , the renowned Irish nation hath

profe ssed with such glo ry.

of its immo rtal name .

For these reasons I easily persuade myself
that the thi which have b een repo rted to me
are not entire y true . Nevertheless , lest I should
seem to fail ofmy duty in so impo rtant a matter,
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I have deemed it an indispensab le part:of my
ofi ce to write these lette rs to your mosti llul trious
Lordship, that I may excite ar pastoral aeal :

so that if the ab ove related
'

ngs b e '

tma, you
may,b y reasonof your respectab le ministry,apply
themore prompt and fit remedies ,with all-afi cacy
and prudence , and without any delay ; whereb y
the farther prOgress o f so pernicious
dalous an irregularitymay b e hindered ; and that
itmay recall to their proper duties all
taken such an oath, and that they may repair the
scandal which they have given ; since that oath ,
b e ing in its who le extent unlawful, is in its na

ture vo id and null, and of no ef ect, so that it
canno t b y anymeans b ind or ob lige consciences .

Let yo ur zeal also take care , b y all those amenns
which shall seem mo st proper and effectual, and

Oonfo rmab le to its prudence , to manifest to all

your sufi
'

ragan Bishops, and through the ir 0 an ,

to all the faithful, how great a guilt this new rm
of oath hath annexed unto it ; and how grievous
a sin they shall perpetrate . who

.

may either shew
themse lves ready to take it, or who have already
taken it b

y
the ir evil misfortune .

Q Q C O C Q

Meantime , while for the conso lation of our
mind, we await your mo st quick, and most full
tins

'

wer, such as your zeal shall shew itself in

th is so impo rtant matter, we remain with singu
lar e steem, your mo st illustrio us , and mo st reve
rend Lo rdship

’

s ve devo ted servant.

HOMAS MAR IA,

Aacunrs no r o r a n o n s s ,

r n n ar o sr om c n o uo ro .

Brussels , 14th Oct.
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VIL—OATH OF A ROMAN GATHO IJ C BISHOP.

I,N ElectofM fromhenceforth
will b e faithful -a nd ob edient to Sa

'

Peter the

men: I will . take

seen

shrine: o f the

Apostle everythird

l 'have lhtely b eenprededu
’?writes '

the Rev.

L.Morrisey, Roman Catholic Priest, t‘ at a eon
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V III .—’I
‘

HE OATH OF SECRECY OF THE

JE SU ITS .

I, A. B. , now in the rasance o fAlmightyGod,
the b lessed Virgin ary, the b lessed Michael,
the Archangel, the b le ssed St. John Baptist, the

holy apostles St. Pete r and St. Paul, and the

saints and sacred host of heaven , and to you my

ghostly father do declare from my heart, without

mental reservation , that his ho line ss POPE n uns !

is Christ
’

s Vicar-General, and is the true and

only head of the Catholic o r un iversal church

throughout the earth : and that b y the virtue of

the keys ofb inding and lo osing given to his holi
ness b y my Saviour Jesus Christ, he hath power

to depo se heretical kings , princes , states , com

monwealths , and governments , all b eing illega l

withouthis sacred confirma tion, and that theymay
safely b e de s troyed : therefore , to the utmo st of

my power, I shall and will defend this doctrine ,
and his ho liness

’

rights and customs, against all

usurpers of the heretical (or Protes tant) autho ri
ty whatso ever ; especially against the now

tended autho rity and Church of England , an all
adherents , in regard that they and she b e usur

pal and heretical, o po sing the sacred mother
church of Rome . Ido renounce and disown any
allegiance as due to any heretical king, prince ,
o r state , named pro testants, or o b edience to any
o f their inferior magistrates or ofi cers . I do
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lX .
—POPISH S INCER ITY AND GOOD EA ITH .

An advertisement appeared in the Le inster

Journal of Novemb er 1808, charging nrsn o r

ne u ro ns ,with the violation of a solemn promise,

relative to the signature of a particular Address,

conceding the Veto .

In the reply he pub lished , Dr. L. says, I ac

knowledge that I promised to some gentlemen

of the Committee that I would sign these ad

dresses b ut he then proceeds to argue in de

fence ofa b reach ofhis engagements as fo llows

I am convinced that a serious, sincere , and

vo luntary promise b inds the man who makes
it, under the pain of sin , to fulfil it : b ut I am
likewise convinced that the ob ligation arising
from a romise ceases in the following cases - s

l . I a man promises a thing impo ssib le for

no one can b e b ound to do a thing impossib le to

b e done .

2 . If a man promises to do any thing sinful
or unlawful : for no promise, though confirmed
b y an oath, can b ind a man to commit sin .

3. When a pe rson in who se favour a pro

mise is made releases the promiser from the pro

mise he had made .

4. When a man promises a thing pernicious

or useless to persons in whose favour the promise
18 made .

5 .When, b efore the promise is fulfilled,
the circumstances b ecome so changed, that the
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person promising,had he fo re seen those circum
s tances, would never have made the promise .

On this case I rest my justification ; fo r, had I
foreseen or known that my signing tho se ad

dresse s would produce such alarm and conster

nation, such dislike and disapprob ation, as I

afterwards found theywould, in the minds of the

g
reat majority of the catholic priests and laity,

th

would b y no means have consented to s ign

em.

”

St. Thomas se 8, that aman is not guilty of
an untruth in suc a case ; b ecause , when he

promised, he intended to perform his promise

nor is he unfaithful to his promise , b ecause the
c ircumstances are changed afterwards . This is

no t only the opinion of St. Thomas, b ut also of

all the theologians and canonists I ever heard o r

read.

”

Every o ne will se e that the mo st solemn en

ements are rendered perfectly worthless , and

very name of good faith b anished from soci

ety, b y such casuistry as this .



X .
— FBBLING3 AND HOPE S OF PAPI S

‘
I
‘
S o

In 1813, a Bill fo r the relief of the Roman
Catho lics was b rought into the House of Com
mons . The princi ls of it was this z

—that, for
the future , inste of excluding Pa ists from
ofi ces, b y pre scrib ing oaths which ey could

Papists , take, without forfeiting all re

tensions to character, - they should b e“mated
to ofi ce upon taking an oath “not to at t lo

disturb or overthrow the protestant i t
M fi ngdom .

”

this point of hostility to the pro testant
on , D R . nnome o ow , a leader of the Irish

a lics ,made the following ob servations at a

pub lic meeting.

In vain shall statesmen put their heads to

gether
— in vain shall parliaments , in mocke ry

of omnipotence , declare that it is permanent and

inviolate - in vain shall the lazy churchmen cry
from the sanctuary to the watchmen on the tower,
that danger i s at hand - it shall fall, for it is

human
,
and liab le to force , to accident, and de

fa ll, and nothing b ut the memory of
it has crea ted sha ll survive . Already

the marks of approaching ruin are upon it it

has had its time upon the earth — a date nearly
as long as any o ther novelty and when the time

arrives, shall catho lics b e called b y the sacred

b ond ofan oath,to upho ld a s stemwhich they b e

lieve will one day b e rejected y the whole earth ?
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X I — POPISH LOYALTY .

u s . PLUNKBT , Atto rney General for Ireland,
and the resent leader ofthe friends o femancipa
tion in arliament, conducted, officially, on the
2nd ofNovemb e r1822, the pro secution ofMichae l
Keenan , fo r state ofl

'

ences , and on that o ccas ion
used the fo llowing expressions

It is with greatpain that I feel myselfcalled
upon , in the exercise of my official duty, to lay
b efore the pub lic , the very odious , dangerous ,
and disgusting conspiracy, b y the machinations
of which this country has b een fo r some time ih
fested, and its tranquillity exposed to hazard .

For some time past, I b elieve considerab ly
mo re than two or three years, aplan has b een form
ed in Ireland for associatin the memb ers of the

community b y unlawful cat s and engagements ,
to resist the laws, disturb the pub lic peace, and
overturn the estab lished Government. The ma
chinery b y which it is sought to effect these pur

po ses , is one o f a very complicated nature , and
evincing much consideration and contri vance

Its construction is extremal artificial , and fa r
b eyond the capacity and ab i ities of such persons

as will appear to you (the Jury) to have b een en

gaged in it.

One feature of this comb ination distinguishes
it from tho se of 1797 and 1798. It is exclusive ly
confined to persons of one religious persuas ion .

I mean to persons professing the Roman Catho lic
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Faith . This circumstanc e alone , on the face of
it, stam s the association with everymark ofdan

.

ll
O

0ge t
fl

an 1

.

egahiy 0 Q Q O O

One ob ject in viewWas to overturn the Pro .

testant religion, and to e stab lish the Roman Ca
tho lic in its stead . They propo sed the utter

extirpation of all Protestants out of the country.

Here we have the b est ossib le testimony, that
of an advocate for the atho lics, to the fact of
a Papish conspiracy

— o f a conspiracy
standing— of a conspiracy for the special urt

po se, amongst others , of extirpating all the ro

testants of I reland . Now every o ne is aware
that a leading po int in the Romish Church is

that of frequent confession . By this practice
every Catholic is laced , at certain periods, on
his knees b efore a riest, and there confesses, as
in the presence ofGod , all the evil thoughts and
deeds of the ast week ormonth . Every one will
see that the ris sthas the power at such moments
of discovering all the purpo ses of his client. If

,

then , he has sincerely taught his fo llowers that

Treason and Insurrection are crimes— the confes
sion o f b e ing drawn into such plans will naturally
flow from the man who is disemb urdeninghis con
science . At al l events, the Prie st, b y holding
in his hands the power of giving or withholding
ab solution , can assure himself, with ease , of the

real character and intent ions of the applicant fo r

the Church
’

s favor .

On this point, however , we have the fulle st

evidence in the following case



co nx o r
'

rv se ssi on s , OCT. 14, 1823.

Eleven men were convicte d, and sentenced te
transportation under the Insurrection Act.

The Rev . Peter M‘Swiney , Roman Catho lic
Priest, attended to give evidence in the ir favor.

Said that it would b e immssib le to have any
comb ination in the Parish without his kn ow
ledge .

”
Upon which the following examination

fo llowed :

When you say that there could not b e a

comb ination in the Parish without your knowing
it, do on mean to extend the ob servation to

Parish rieste in general, or to confine it to your

own case
'

l
”

I mean to apply it to my own

case .

”

0 O 0 O C Q

Have no t other Parish Priests the same 0

po rtunity o f b eing acquainted with any distar

ance or comb ination , likely to occur in their Pa~

rishes, as you have l
” Most certainly.

”

O CO O O t C»

It then comes to this, that any Priest who
would lay himself out for it, could o b tain info r

mation .

”
Y es, he could .

”

An aukward dilemma then arises out of it. A
Catholic Priest does not do his duty, or he could

make himselfacquainted.

” Yes .

”

Here then are the facts . A Popish conspiracy
fo r the very extirpation of Pro testantism and the

overthrow o f the Government has long existed .

And the Romish Priests, b y their own acknow
ledgment, must b e already po ssessed , or can at

any time po ssess themselves, ofthe fullest know
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—POPER Y ON THE CONTINE NT .

We may fairly seek to learn something of the

real spirit of Popery in the present day, b y cast

ing an eye over tho se countries in EurOpe in

which it enjoys power and influence , and is nu

restrained b y tho se laws, and that feeling of

policy ,which in England, tend so strongly to te

press the exhib ition of its true character and

principles .

When the King of the Netherlands was te

instated in his dominions, in the year 1814, he

promulgated a constitution, b y which un iversal

to leration of religious Opinions was e stab lished .

Against this , all the Romish Bishops united to

pro test, and pub lished a Doctrinal decision of

the Bishops of the kingdom of the Netherlands .

”

in which they declared, that these clause s ren

dered it impo ssib le for Roman Catholics to

take the oath of adherence . Among the regu

lations thus ob jected to were , Article 190, b y
which “lib erty of religious opinions is guaranteed

to all, and Article 193, b y which the pub lic

e xercise of any form of worship cannot b e pre

vented, except it b e liab le to troub le the pub lic

o rder and tranquillity.

”

These clause s the whole Popish Hierarchy of

the Netherlands declared to b e contrary to the
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principle s of the Catholic Church . We learn
therefore , from authority, that neither lib erty of

worship according to the Protestant faith , nor

even mere freedom of opinion , will b e granted

b y Papists , who have the power of denying them.

CAR D INAL m; CLERMONT r o n x nnnn, Arch

b ishop of Toulouse , and a Peer of France , issued

on the 15th ofNovemb er , 1820, aPastb ral Letter,
in which his o b ject is to explain to his clergy his
sentiments , and to convey his instructions . He

therein states the measures which he desires to

see taken b y the Government of France ; and

which he particularly describ e s in e ight instances .

These include the restoration of solemn feasts

and fasts ,
”
and the estab lishment of several re

ligious o rders .

”
But in the very first rank he

places his desire to re - estab ilsh ecclesiastica l

discipline as it existed before the R evolution .

”

Those who are acquain ted with the history o f

France , and the measure s taken during more
hundred years, extending down to the

middle of the last century, to exterminate Pro

testantism in that country, will
’

know what is

meant b y the Ecclesiastical discipline thus

desired to b e resto red .

At the Election in Chili, of Memb ers of the
Legislature , in the autumn of 1823, the b eha
viour of the priests is thus describ ed As soon
as a s imple

- looking countryman appeared , he
was acco sted b y a priest with, shew me your
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list,
’

and few ventured to oppose the demand .

What,’ says the priestto the awe - struck country
man, would you vo te against God. If you

hope to escape eternal damnation take th
'

u list.
’

He then gave a list of the candidates pmpo sed

b y the b igoted party, and the simple elector

voted as he was directed.

”

nx
'
rnAc

'

r o r A LETTER , MADR ID , JAN . 1 .

Some days ago , the government orde red all

the Archb ishops , Bisho s , and higher ecclesias

who had flocked hi er in great numb ers , to
return to the ir dioceses . The o stensib le o b jec t of
their presence here was to felicitate his maje sty,
b ut it 18 surmised that they had views of a very
different nature .

”

They were not only secretly, b ut openly, na

ing every po ssib le means to cause the overthrow

of the pre sent min
istry, and to thwart intentions

meant 1n some measure to resto re at least a tem

po raiiy
tranquillity to their unhappy country .

heir ob ject was to force the king to dismiss
the present ministry, and to renounce all idea o f

amnesty whatsoever. It is said thismeasure was

planned b y th e Apo sto lical Junta, aided b y the
mo st daring spirits of the monkish trib e .

”

THE END .


