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Aftershock

What awaits the Bharatiya Janta Party led govgrlrsi::isi;
is a task far more difficult than the relativel‘y eka.siedl o
off bombs in the backyard. In the desert dust l?(m oy
day before yesterday’s triple. nuclear .detonzém e
potential for a major diplomat‘lc coup d etat. 1 one
would have tried the skills of ()tio von Bljl;a,'ver,],]1e,)t
Henry Kissinger. However, it requires the B gt(?]e men:
to rei:ognize such a potential exists and p(.)slsisrsnoves o
secize the moment. If it fails to make tlic? righ ' ecoinomic
will be steady accumulation (I)g pOlrl:ctE]l]lqna,:)utweigh T
minuses. These, over time. could mo a g W
s gained in terms of an enhanced sense of n
Stl:tsues. Icf the tests are allowed to take place in lsomttl;tlz;st]:g
best India can hope for is its nuclear wcapm;s s s fo
remain stuck at a slightly higher |§\'§l of iieve opm o
years to come. It wifl remain an irrit'cin} in the cmatim)]al
foreign policy, but add little to llldl.aS ]a;ge{:aln tona/
objectives. The worst would be an _interna iot a[:]d a
status. a loss of investors® confidence in the coun r}lfd ha ar
arms race with both Pakistan and China that cou
ia white. . '
lndlalrlndia wants to pain from these explnsmns it nee((')j:hte?
now move to open a dialogue with the~ Ul]l(?d .States.se e
countries can protest, it js only Washington’s iebspt(:n e
counts. So far, the US has been remarkabl.y. un f0 1\140 [ji]l
has declined to cancel the November visit of Mr. o
Clinton. It has only spoken of mandatory sanctions ra

rrt

than optional. but much more damaging. punitive measures,
On its side. the BIP has extended a hand from day one. The
statement of the Prime Minister's principal secretary, Mr,
Brijesh Mishra. expresses a willingness to consider bringing
Indvi.'i into global nonproliferation  fold along  with
satistaction at the nuclear tests. This could pe interpreted to
mean New Delhi g willing to join such
comprehensive test ban treaty—hut
This 18 not unreasonable. Qne.

agreements as the
as a full nuclear power,

it is a simple statement of
fact. Two. the lack of nuclear power status is a handicap
India placed on itself by sticking to the falsehood that 1974
was “peaceful” nuclear explosion. Between the US response
and India’s linkages. there would seem to be common
ground. The result could be the best of all worlds: a satiation
of national pride and fulfillment of global commitments,
Otherwise, India could find itself

in a graveyard spin
driven by international recrimination

and deteriorating -
regional insecurity. Most damaging would be the second.
Pakistan wijl] probably detonate g bomb. If Indian fails to
plug south Asia into the global nuclear system, the region
could short-circuit. South Asia’s nuclear equation has been
stable for years. The blasts may destabilize things. India
cannot afford a nuclear army race. Nuclear weapons are not a
cheap  option. The Cold War showed that  weapons
production represented only a tenth of the costs of nuclear
deplovment. Pakistan is a weaker economy but it can
probably count on China to help it balance India’s greater
wealth, A cold shoulder from the international community
and a neighborhood weapons pileup would neijther help
Indiay security nor get it out of the third world poverty trap.
There s Titgle doubt the government faces a challenge. But
Compared to testing, converting the impetus gained from the -
Pokhran tests mto something diplomatically tangible is
int"initcl) more difficult.

(The Telegraph, 13 May 1998)
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In for a Penny
Good show on test, now the test of diplomacy

The two further nuclear tests at Pokhran on Wednesday
give a nuclear enough indication that the government’s mind
is working in the right direction. The signal is heartening
and the tests are to be welcomed. It seems almost certain that
the government wants to go ahead and sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty—when it is good and ready.
That is, after completing round tests required even greater
spunk than the first and a determination to put India’s
interests first. The international reaction after the first round
was hardly unexpected but even so a government could have
been forgiven for losing its nerve. That it has not done so is
commendable. The euphoric public reception to the first
round. though not for the most sober of reasons, has surely
helped this resolve along.

The fact of matter is that having taken the plunge on
May 11, it would have been foolish for India to buckle to
international outrage and desist from further testing if the
experts felt that it was still required. It would have been
tantamount to having the worst of both worlds on the nuclear
issue: paying the full price for testing in the teeth of world
opposition and still failing to go the whole hog to guarantee
its security. This sort of dithering and muddle is exactly
what has characterised Indian nuclear policy in the past.
India has paid the price of being a known nuclear have, of
refusing to sign various nuclear disarmament agreements,

while denying itself the advantages of being a declared one
That changed on May 11. The latest tests are an assertion.
that t.he country is set upon doing all it must to ensure its
security and not crumble at the first sign of full expected

with.

Wedqesday’s developments are a logical culmination of
the dll‘CCtl'Oﬂ that Indian nuclear policy L;ms taken in recent
_da-ys' Having decided to brazen out international opprobrium
it makes eminent sense to complete as many tests ag it takes
frmd then to sign the CTBT from a position of strength. Thj
1s exactly what France and China did in the run-up £o th:,

reiteration that it is willing to adhere to certain parts of the
CTBT rather than saying that it will sign unconditional]
Ygt too much need not, perhaps, be read into that Presidex{t.
Clinton has demanded India’s unconditiona] access'ion to thi
treaty and American may not countenance anything short ;
that. ‘Blft India’s current position is, as likely gs not °
negotiating  stance which  could become m,o .
accommodating if the world community, and especiallre
Ampnca, agrees to soften the blow of sanctions and othey
actm'n: India can now well afford to be seen to br
conciliatory and accede fully to C. Indeed it wo lg
dlsadvantageous in the extreme for it not to do s
'Fo.rtun.ately there seems little indication that this governm Sot.
IS Inclined to follow such a course but it must neverthel::
be warned against spoiling a brave enterprise, wel| executedS
(The Indian Express, May | 4,1 998)



Test of Aplomb

Not even the most ardent admirers of Monday’s triple
bomb package could have exerted two more in the follow
through. After a succession of governments that leaked like
extraporous  sieves, Mr.  Atal Bihari  Vajpayee’s
administration appears to have accomplished the impossible
in Keeping both tests a closely guarded secret.. That the
multi-million dollar US spy in sky too failed to detect
preparations. is an added source of comfort. Significantly, it
has also now been revealed that in his letter to President
Clinton, the Prime Minister has categorically referred to a
“series of tests” India proposed to conduct. This letter was
sent to the US President on May 11, in the aftermath of the
first set of explosions. Clearly, therefore, the Government
was all along planning several such tests which, Mr.
Vajpayee assured Mr. Clinton, would be “limited in number
and pose no danger to any country which has no inimical
intentions towards India:.

Nevertheless. the international outcry against Monday's
explosion is now certain to gather added momentum. The
adverse economic consequence of abandoning the
hypocritical stature of a quasi-nuclear state will also be felt
in concrete terms. Already, President Clinton has announced
the imposition of sanctions and Japan, India’s biggest donor,
has scrapped all aid. Despite the popular upsurge in favour
of the tests, the markets cannot be expected to react
jubilantly to widespread sanctions. The Government would,
therefore. need to weigh the economic fallout of India’s
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isolation. howsoever temporary that might be. This must,
however, be done without compromising India’s security
concerns or the necessity to possess the weapons and
delivery systems that are needed to counter threats to the
nation’s independence and integrity. If there is no India
worth the name, what good will a buoyant economy do?
Interestingly, those very  countries. which are in the
forefront of the attack of India have duplicitously
overlooked the flagrant violation of international treaties by
the big powers. And it hardly bears reiteration that a power
is deemed big only if it possesses a nuclear weapon. The US,
in particular, is guilty of double standards in its approach to
sub-continental security issues. Not only has it failed to
prevent covert Pakistani acquisition of nuclear and missile
technology, but has even done away with the Pressler
Amendment which acted as a brake on Islamabad’s militarist
designs. -

Now that India has no pretence to being a non-nuclear
weapons state. it is essential that its military technology is
made failsafe. Wednesday's blasts confirms that a resolute
Government will not budge from this goal. Only a few years
ago, France similarly conducted a series of tests saying they
were needed to perfect the application of its nuclear weapons
tgclumlogy. These tests were a prelude to its becoming a
signatory to the CTBT. Mr. Vajpayee has suggested that
India, too. will explore the possibility of accepting some
CTBT constraints. The world would be unfair to disbelieve
us. And as far as domestic opinion is concerned, the
Government hardly needs fresh reassurance. The fact that
every Indian walks a little taller this week compared to the
last, is §L1fficiel1t testimony to the Government's wisdom in
reasserting national pride via Pokhran.

(The Pioncer. May 14, 1998)
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Salaam, Scientists!

Let not the glory of the successful nuclear tests be
cornered by politicians alone. The honor belongs to the
countless scientists and visionaries like Homi Bhabha and
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. It is a testimony to that breed of
professionals whose commitment and dedication should be
written in letters of gold in history books. These unknown
warriors of science and technology came to the rescue of a
nation which found itself marooned in despair. They brought
hope when the chips were down. They restored self-respect
and pride when people were wrapped in a pall of gloom over
depressing political instability and economic recession.
Kudos to them. Kudos to their ceaseless spirit of ingenuity
and marvellous perseverance in overcoming not only the
interia of successive government they have had to work
under. But also the pathetic working conditions in which
they function. They have demonstrated those issues like
meagre salary and career stagnation is minor irritants when
the cause is so noble as the pride of nation.

Pokhran 1974 to Pokhran 1998 is an exemplary saga of
dedication and courage. It was the collective effort of a
Vikram Saarabhai. a Dr. Homi Bhabha and a Dr. Raja
Ramanna to forge a clear vision of India’s nuclear capability
which culminated in the dramatic explosion on May 18,
1974. 1t showed the world a glimpse of what the country
could do when faced with a challenge. It was a great
challenge then. It has been a greater challenge thereafter.
The first Pokhran blast triggered an international uproar and

the self-anointed morality brigade missed not one
opportunity to resort to nuclear blackmail. Countries which
conveniently turned a blind eve to nuclear proliferation in
India’s tmmediate neighborhood eagerly imposed trade
sanctions and technology control regimes on us, choking off
avenues of progress. But Indian scientists are made of
sterner stuff. They knew they had to achieve a miracle. All
they had were leaders like Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam and Dr. R.
Chidamabaram. and an expectant nation. Their back to the
wall. they improvised technologies which were denied to
them. thereby forcing them periodically to reinvent the
wheel. Reverse engineering became an effective tool in their
hands. High tensile metals and materials were developed
through painstaking research under adverse circumstances.
They faced illogical deadlines and unmanageable
restrictions, and yet they proved that human mind could find
a way out of even secemingly impossible situations.
Indigenous satellite launch vehicles became a reality.
Missiles began taking shape. After years of secluded
existence, scientists gradually emerged into a sunshine of
success. But they were content to live under adverse
restrictions and yet they proved that human mind could find
a way out of even seemingly impossible situations.
Indigenous satellites were fabricated and successfully
launched into orbit. Satellite launch vehicles became a
reality. Missiles began taking shape. After years of secluded
existence, scientists gradually emerged into sunshine of
success. But they were content to live under the shadow,
behind the doors of laboratories where they found a
comforting companionship in complicated microtests and
computer simulations. '

It is time for them to step out and accept a grateful
nation’s thanks giving. The Government, on its part, should
not merely be content with applauding or conferring awards
on them but should raise their moral and spirit by allocating
Mmore funds for research and development. As Dr. Kalam
once said: “A nation is made great by its people.”

(The Pioncer., Muay 13, 1998)
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Test of Nerves

Given the hypocrisy which- governs US policy on
nuclear matters, the imposition of limited sanctions against
India was only to be expected. President Bill Clinton, who
had already made up his mind well before India conducted
two additional tests in Pokhran on Wednesday, signed the
sanctions order a few hours before he was slated publicly to
with these explosions it has concluded its “planned series of
tests™ and that it is now willing to adhere to certain part of
the CTBT. The world is bound to surmise that the choice of
words is not accidental and that further tests, which may be
part of other “planned series”, have not been explicitly ruled
out. Wednesday’s tests apparently involved devices the US
calls “mininukes” and “micronukes”, and the data generated
will be used to conduct computer simulations and sub-
critical test aimed at further refining India’s nuclear
capabilities. The 1994 law invoked by Mr. Clinton makes it
mandatory for the US to impose sanctions on “non-nuclear
states™ which conduct nuclear test. Apart from being
oxymoronic— a state which conducts a nuclear test can
hardly be considered “non-nuclear”™— the law s
discriminatory as it seeks to punish others for exercising a
right the US and the other four big powers have arrogated to
themselves. It is up to Indians alone to decide whether what
the government has done will help improve life for the
ordinary citizen or not. In the weeks and months to come.
this issue will and should be debated. But no country has the
right to dictate to another what policies it can and cannot
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follow. For that reason, the US move needs to be condemned
in the strongest possible terms. :

Of course, now that the US has imposed sanctions,
questions are bound to be asked about the economic costs of
the BJP-led government's decision to go nuclear even
though the stock markets have responded with pessimism,
the direct impact of the measures announced by Mr. Clinton
are unlikely to prove too onerous Official US aid to India—
currently about 100 million per annum— wil| be cut off as
also US commercial bank loans. The German government
has called off aid talks and Japan has cancelled some 30
million worth of aid. Apart from the fact that it is time India
Weaned itself off such handouts, the amounts involved are
hardly going to cause sleeplessness in New Delhi. Future
loans from the World Bank and the IMF might be in
jeopardy but even here, India can do little jf these
institutions not known for respecting the sovereignty of
countries to begin with— let the US veto what might
otherwise be sound economic packages. The only potential
source of worry is the snowballing effect US sanctions could
have on the mood of overseas investors. However, the
quantum and pace of foreign direct investment will prove
more responsive to New Delhi’s economic policies at the
ground level than to any other factor. Thus, paradoxically,
after taking a defiant stand on the nuclear front, the BJP-led
government might find itself under pressure to temper its
defence on the economic one and adopt a more welcoming
stance towards foreign capital than it has done so far. If that
happens, the fallout from Pokhran 1998 would have
effectively smothered “swadeshj.

(The Times of India, Muay 14, 1998)
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The Day After

Once the haze of euphoria induced by India’s recent
nuclear tests lifts. One might begin to see the outlines of the
BJP led government’s dramatic decision as also it precise
timing. After all. Monday's tests only brought into the open
a recessed capability the world knew India already
possessed. While scientists and strategists can quibble over
whether or not the credibility of India’s nuclear deterrent
required testing, the fact is that no test of a nuclear device by
any country has ever ended in failure. Thus, the Vajpayee
government’s decision could not have been dictated by
military necessity alone. Nor could it have been compelled
by the strategic desirability of India shedding its nuclear
ambiguity, something these columns have argued in favour
of in the past. The same end could presumably have been
achieved by a mere statement to that effect. Clearly, by
going for broke, the BIP wanted to make a political
statement. And judging by the immense outpouring of
nationalism the tests have evoked, the party can count on its
popularity also mushrooming. A government that was till the
previous day being criticized for having taken no major
decision on the policy front other than to warn of a “tough”
budget— and which was virtually under siege from within—
has now earned for itself a definite measure of support and
stability,

Since the order for Pokhran tests must have been issued
soon after Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee won his vote of
confidence on March 28, it is tempting to surmise that the
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BJP was taking out an insurance policy in the event of its
having to face the clectorate again any time soon. While the
technical ability to conduct the tests has existed for some
time. the Vajpayee administration can and will take credit
for the timing of Pokhran 1998, Now that the BJP has taken
the momentous decision to grasp the nuclear nettle. it must
turn to exploring the various wavs in which the situation can
be turned to the national advantage. The response of the
West, as hypocritical as it is fanatical. has been to use the
threat of economic sanctions to bring about a reversal in
India’s policy. Any imposition of sanctions, however, will
be self-defeating because India has crossed the nuclear
Rubicon and the clock cannot be turned back. At least not
until the other five declared nuclear weapons powers. as well
as Pakistan and Israel, sit together with India to devise a way
collectively of ridding humankind of this menace. The
sooner the West the US reaction to India’s tests has been
along predictable lines. it is galling for India to be hectored
by countries like Japan and Australia. which helped to
legitimate the cult of nuclear weapons by extending the NPT
indefinitely and availing of the comfort provided by the
nuclear security blanket of the US. New Delhi has now said
itis willing to support certain parts of the CTBT so long as
there is “reciprocity™. It must go further and work towards
the conclusion of a comprehensive were reached. the danger
of a damaging nuclear arms race could partially be averted
and there would be a palpable lessening of tensions in the
region.

(The Times of India, May 13, 1998)
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Beyond the Euphoria

There is understandable anxiety in New Delhi about
what Washington’s concrete response will ultimately be to
the nuclear tests conducted in the sands of Rajasthan: but it
seems that a more immediate factor is being neglected,
perhaps by default. Japan, not American, is India’s largest
trade partner; as its leadership has now made it clear, Japan
had categorically counselled New Delhi about six weeks ago
not to go ahead with the tests. Now that India has gone the
opposite, or so says the dominant political and strategic
opinion fleetingly available from Tokyo, its government will
take measures, which correspond with its outrage. It is here
that Indian diplomacy faced its severest test, because unless
there is a concrete action plan to tackle the political and
economic fallout of the tests, the country will be faced with
a real crisis. After all, Japan is not the only one for Indian
policy-makers to be worried about; the Asean block, which
has traditionally been non-too-welcoming to Indian
overtures, its likely to harden its stand even further. In the
context, the “We Shall Overcome™ kind of line can only be
good politics and consolidation strategy for a rickety
government than anything more substantial. Although
comparisons are certainly not entirely valid, when Indira
Gandhi had her explosion in 1974, the country was passing
through one of its worst years. A poor agricultural year
preceded and succeeded 1974; the Bangladeshi refugee
problem was at its peak and so on. Maybe, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, thanks to the spadework done by his predecessors
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over the last eight gross figures and the apparent picture for
oranted. He must now drastically cut down on government
;pending. not through well-meaning statements but those
which actually get down to be implemented. He should
instruct his economic policy makers to devise a package
attractive enough for foreign investors to continue to
pa[ronising India. It should also be clarified with all the tact
possible that New Delhi is not impelled by either insecurity
or belligerence; it is just seeking to fortify itse!f from the
hyvdraheaded onslaughts to its sovereignty. Revanchism will
make the latter proposition meaningless: it will only help
those who would like India to be punished hard for its
“temerity.” The fact that the Rashtrya Swayamsewak
Sangh’s mouthpiece has already gone to town on the nuclear
issue holds a warning for the future, because in their anxiety
to further the cause of the BJP-led government, the often
impressionable and easily inflammable cadres of the Sangh

_Parivar may go overboard. Coming back to Japan, Mr.

Vajpayee could consider visiting Tokyo to allay the fears of
his counterparts; this holds true for other sensitive world
capitals too. If, for some reason, he cannot do that himself,
he should choose the best among his “A” team to project
Indian interests, Euphoria and seli-congratulatory noises are
no substitute for good, rational policies. As Jpnathan Schell
wrote in his celebrated classic on the nuclear issue, there is
one last chance for all those who exercise the option; it
should never be wasted. In other words, the next few weeks
will determine how adroitly the Vajpayee government
negotiates a decidedly tricky terrain.

(The Asian Age, May 14, 1998)
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down across the world. There are serious conscquences on
the horizon; economic sanctions by the United States
become in fact mandatory according to US law. Countries
like Japan are likely to taken an even harder line than
anything Washington might contemplate. while China is not
going to forget that it was made the cat’s paw for these
nuclear tests. Australia and New Zealand. whose
governments are obviously responding to domestic anti
proliferation lobbies, have already given some indication of
the problems ahead. Delhi's preferred answer to the
emerging scenario is a France and China-style compromise:
they conducted their last test just before signing the NPT.
Deihi has already indicated that it is now ready to sign the
NPT in the presence of President Bill Clinton, and there
should consequently be no need for sanctions. It is possible
that there is implicit American Approval for such an option?
It is even possible nod? Certainly this seems to be the most
togical solution to the conflict between fact and claims in
South Asia. No one has seriously doubted that both India and
akistan are defecto nuclear powers. The simplest answer
would be for both to emerge Proliferation Treaty, but, if
South Asia is likely, create the conditions for a new
relationship between India and Pakistan. Once both nations
are convinced that they cannot destroy the other without
self-destruction may be they will see the sense of agreements
on trade, travel and the shared joy of peace. It was MAD
paradox, which brought peace to Europe in the second half
of a century, which has witnessed two of history’s most
bloodthirsty world wars. The ultimate weapon ensured
lasting peace between the West and the Soviet Union;
without nuclear weapons the Cold War would have warmed
up more than once. It will be impossible to prevent Pakistan
t'rm.n conducting its own nuclear test now: let both sides
claim victory and sign the NPT. India’s brilliant scientists
have secured her defence; it is now up to statesmen to make
war unnecessary or at least unprofitable. Washington will be
tempted towards punishment in its initial reactions. if only to
send a S‘g"ﬂl to Ot.her threshold states. But wisdom will lie in
squeezing a solution out of what has happened. India is now
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ready to join the rest of the world on the nuclear issue. The
rest of the world should welcome India. not isolate it.

(The Asian Age, 13 May 1998)
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But in the 24 years that have gone by since then, India ’has
changed and become more nuclear wary. S:.o has the wgrlcli. The
world is giving up nuclear weapons. ln.dlill may not be 1?pt§)y
with the pace of disarmament, the discriminatory nature o ! e
NPT the CTBT, the NSG. the MTCR etc. But that floes not alter
the fact that world public opinion is overw.helmmgly against
nuclear weapons. By ignoring this .rea‘llty-,' the BJP-lfcd
government may have merely succeeded in inviting trouble for
India in international fora. .

For example, one immediate and automatic consequence
of this action will be the coming into force of sanctions that
the US, acting under its law, will now be opllgcd to impose
on India. These may not prove very cos_tly-ln ‘the very near
term. But only the hopelessly native will believe thgt they
will not have an impact on world opinion and that India may
be isolated in a number of important ways.‘Henceforth India
could end up being treated as a rather' |rr§§poq5|ble and
untrustworthy country. The many justifications and
reassurances that will come forth in a torrent form .the
government and its nwmclear apologists, not to mention
political parties and industry will not count fqr much. For
the mind-numbing fact will remain: India has trlgge.red.off a
nuclear race on the sub-continent. The plea that Cl.nna is the
real enemy and that India has a right to go nuclegr in the face
of a threat from China may not cut any ice. lnd¥a, therefore,
should now initiate a well-planned control exercise.

(Business Standard, New Delhi, May 12, 1995)
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Welcome India, do not isolate it

The government of Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee has
already won well-deserved national applause for its
categorical message to the world that India will always be
master to its own fate, and that Indian will not allow its
security need to become victim of either the preaching or
promises of any power, super, middling or minor. Uniquely
India has problems with all three categories: a minor power
to the west is belligerent by compulsion; a middle-level
nuclear to our Northeast has territorial disputes with us: and
of course the only superpower in the world would like Delhi
to sign away our rights to a nuclear defence capability.
These concerns have burdened every government in this
decade, one led by the Congress, a second by the United
Front and the third by the BIP. In other words virtually
every political party in the country has been in power at
some time or the other in the Nineties: and there has never
been any conflict within the country over our attitude to
security. It is this unanimity which is the true strength of
Indian defence and foreign policy. The cross party support
that the Vajpayee government has received on the three
nuclear tests (including one, which theoretically gives us
hydrogen bomb capability) is evidence that the consensus
holds. There will be more applause for Mr. Vajpayee if we
learn over the next few months that he has walked into this
decision with his eyes open. The Nuclear Proliferation
Treaty and its chief mentor, the United States, are very
specific about those who transgress the new boundaries laid
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trade and monetary sanctions against India for the 'Iatest
tests. The international community would. be making a
mistake if it goes ahead with such action in .the.name.of
nuclear non-proliferation. All sections in India, including
trade and industry, are ready to face the challenge
unflinchingly. As International Atomic Energy Agency has
pointed out. India is entitled to carry out the tests as they do
not break any treaty commitments.
Our policy planners, of course, are aware that t!1e
inclusion of nuclear weapons in the armoury would hgve its
~defence and foreign policy implications. India’s pollc)_{ of
peace and friendship with the neighbours and other_ nations
remains unchanged. In fact, the test would serve thl.S pgllcy
better creating a new sense of respect for India’s pr.|nc1pled
position on international issues rather than a feeling that
such a policy emanates from a sense of helpless.ness .and
weakness. India’s commitment to nuclear non—prohferatnpns
in a non-disarmament plan proposed by_ the late Prfme
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, at the special session of the.Umtfed
Nations General Assembly in June 1988 retains its
relevance. The international disarmament moves hgve
suffered from flaws in the past because of their obsession
with retention of a monopoly. That monopoly has been
broken to some extent. This could induce new helpful
ives in the discussions on disarmament.
perspectives (National Herald, 13 May 1998)
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Nuclear Shadow

The decision of the (shaky) coalition led by the BIP to
set off, not one but three, underground nuclear explosions in
spite of the clear and unambiguous signal it seeks to send out
that the time has come to take India seriously, could turn out
to be a rather ill-considered once. India cannot plead, as it
did from 1974 onward, that these were “peace full”
explosions. Their triple nature suggests that they are
intended for weaponising for different type of deployment,
most likely on the Prithvi and on aircraft. Eventually, should
the Agni be productionised — and if China is threat number
one it will have to be— it too will acquire a nuclear
warhead.

What makes this action especially worrisome is the fact that
the government, in its National Agenda, had merely said that it
would exercise the nuclear option if necessary. (The BJP,
however, in its manifesto, had warned that it would do so,
though not when). The people of India, who now face the
prospect of having to live in the shadow of an enhanced nuclear
threat from Pakistan, have a right to know why the tests suddenly
became necessary. They must be told what has changed in
India’s security environment. The answer may not be very
reassuring, even though there is a view within the scientific and
defence establishment that the threat from China can no longer
be ignored and that India can’t become a hostage to a likely
Pakistani response. Indeed. some cynics may well entertain the
notion that the BJP has done this solely with domestic politics in
mind. After all. Indira Gandhi had done the same thing in 1974,
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signatory has chosen to treat the CTBT as a negotiable
document. They have unambiguously declared a moratorium
on all tests. India should follow the example set by China
and France and sign unconditionally. The test explosions
have given it a database that should preclude the need for
further testing, except in computer simulations. India is no
longer a nuclear have-not, so the argument that it was being
discriminated against by the established nuclear powers is no
longer relevant. There is, of course, the possibility that
Pakistan will engage in retaliatory test before it, too, signs
the CTRBT. Alternatively, it might neither test nor sign.
Lither way, it is time that Indian nuclear policy ceased to be
conditioned almost exclusively by a bipolar Indo-Pak
perspective. With the tests, India has graduated to a larger
sphere of debate. It stands on the nuclear issue should
develop to a corresponding  scale, beyond regional
obsessions. '

The government's thinking on the CTBT must also take
into account the possibility of sanctions. True, India will not
succumb to trade and investment curbs to the extent that Iraq
did. Essential commodities and drugs will never be in short
supply here. for instance. But the Government should refrain
from treating sanctions as an issue concerning national ego,
as adversity. which will somehow purify the collective spirit.
Sanctions may not cripple India but they will certainly hurt,
given the indifferent state of the economy. With the blasts,
India has made its point. Now, it should sign the CTBT
unconditionally, avoid sanctions and regain the moral high
ground. which it may soon be in danger of losing.

(The Indian Express, May 13, 1998)
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Dictated by Compulsions of
National Security

The spectacular manner in which India has exercised
the option to 80 nuclear, by conduction three tests including
one to prove capability to produce a hydrogen bomb, is 2
matter of national pride. It has demonstrated that unflagging
national commitment to security and disapproved sceptics
about the Competence of Indian science and technology to
flcllieve the goal of self-reliance in key fields like defence.
I'he world is surprised by the development mainly because jt
“as taken for granted that India would continue to be
o[){iviOlls of the uncertain security environment and adopt a
soft stance even on matters that impinge on national
sovereignty and integrity. There is a national consensus on
these matters, transcending political differences. India hasg
throughout kept its nuclear option open, making a realjstjc
assessment of the global and regional situation.

When the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
announced the successful conduct of the three tests at g
hurriedly convened press conference on  Monday, the
Atmosphere turned a5 electrify as on the occasion of the first
)t‘rnonstraﬁon of India’s nuclear capability in the same
lol\"hran SIte 24 year ago. The then Prime Minister, Mrs.
lllgilra Gandhi, wag not apologetic about j as she brushed



situation. It is possible that the retaliatory measures against
India will not be all that harsh, the Government has to be
ready with all options to ensure that the economy remains
well under control so that any sudden external shock does
not lead to a run on the rupee.

it has to be remembered that only three weeks before
the presentation of the budget, the Government is facing the
hard reality of a shortage of funds to give the necessary
boost to the economy. With the distinct possibility of a
substantial increase in the defence outlay, sufficient funds
may not be available for increasing the public investment
outlay, especially for the infrastructural sector. The
Government has its limitations in mobilizing resources from
the normal channels and the BJP leadership may not find it
politically prudent to present a budget that will impose
additional burdens on the common people. The situation
calls for innovative measures for the larger mobilisation of
funds. In this context, the BJP with its clout among the non-
resident Indians and the domestic industry might initiate a
move to repatriate a substantial portion of the unaccounted
money lying abroad through a scheme for investment in
major sectors including housing. If the nuclear tests do
impede the flow of foreign direct investment, it can be more
than compensated by the acquisition of such Indian funds
from abroad.

(The Hindustan Times, May 13, 1998)
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Seize the day

Now that the self-congratulatory euphoria occasioned
by the nuclear tests has begun to fade, the government must
immediately get down to the job of dealing with the fallout.
While it has the attention of the world, it must forcefully put
across its point of view on non-proliferation. The arms
control debate has always been of a moral rather than
legalistic nature. Until a couple of days ago, India
consistently held the high moral ground in spite of its refusal
to sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). Though
its unwillingness to dutifully sign on the dotted line irked the
nuclear powers who proposed the treaty. they had to concede
that India had a principled stand. After the nuclear tests,
however. the situation is going to change, and swiftly. [t
would be a natural reflex for the western powers, who have
so far had to deal only with simplistic situations of the
despot pitted against democracy, to brand India a rogue
state.

However. the tests have also raised India to the level
where it can look upon these nations as its.peers. and to see
that its point of view gets a decent hearing. Now, at this
turning point, the government must act with dispatch to
capitalise on the event, or lose the initiative forever. It can
look back on two precedents— China and France ran nuclear
test just before they signed the CTBT. But the first step
ltaken by the government a short while after the explosions is
of uncertain to merit. It announced that it would be willing
to subscribe to certain elements of the treaty. So far, no
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The day after

.The expressions of support from political parties and
business houses in India for the nuclear test conducted at
Pokbran underline the kind of unanimity cutting across
partisan concerns which have always marked events of this
nature. Where defence and foreign affairs are concerned
there has rgrely been any major difference between the;
various parties. It was in keeping with this spirit that Prime
Mmlst.er. Atz_ll Behari Vajpayee informed the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Mr. Sharad Pawar, about the
blasts. The COllgress, on its part, has seen the tests virtually
as_continuations of the 1974 implosion, emphasising “Our
sctentific progress.” It is now evident that in the years after
1974, the Indian scientists had kept abreast of technological
deyeloppnent in the nuclear field and had never slacaned
their effor.ts in any way. From this standpoint, India was just
a screw_dnver’s turn away from making the bomb. Nor is this
precautton surprising because the US-Pakistan collilsion
du'rn?g the Cold War and the Sino Pakistani collaboration in
missile and nuclear technology in recent years, in addition to
Isla.m’abad's subversive activities in India, have intensified
llld}a s sense of vulnerability. While keeping its miclear
option open, however, India had chosen not to declare its
prowess presumably because it did not want to inﬁte
sanctngms. Although the US and its western allies must have
been fully aware of India’s nuclear capacity, they could not

take any punitive steps in the absence of the formal
declaration by India of its nuclear status.

L

Now that the BJP has chosen to exercise the option.
India will have to adjust to a situation with which it is not
fully acquainted. The reason why the BJP decided to “go
public”, as it were, about India’s capability. even though it
may not have been a secret to those who mattered, is not
clear. But it is probably not unrelated to the party’s declining
virtually from the day it assumed power. The endless
squahbling among the BJPs partners and the impression that
was gaining ground about the helplessness of the party’s
leaders, including Mr. Vajpayee, to maintain discipline and
devote themselves to the task of governance, must have
persuaded it to take a dramatic step which would divert
attention from its problems. It may have also been meant as
a reassuring sign to the BJP’s hard-core supporters who have
undoubtedly been dismayed by the decision to put some of
the vital points in the party’s agenda in cold storage. It has
also to be acknowledge that India’s nuclearisation has been
advocated by the party for many years, going back to its Jan
Sangh days. From this aspect the move is not all that
surprising. However, the question will remain whether all
the implications of the fateful step, especially those on the
economic front, had been adequately considered by the
ruling alliance prior to the event.

[t is hoped that the Vajpayee Government had devoted
some time to strategic planning to cope with the economic
fallout of the blast. In a way, the mood of self-assurance in
their wake can be fruitfully utilised to prepare the country
for an austerity package and a period of self-reliance
economic field in the event of US and its allies imposing any
sanctions. As of now, the stoppage of bilateral aid by the US
does not mean much, but a more worrisome aspect is the
possibility of trade sanctions by the US and the European

_ Union in the form of a ban on technology transfers to India

and the imposition of additional import duty on Indian
exports by withdrawing the benefits of the generalised
scheme of preference (GSP) to make our goods
uncompetative. At a time when Indian exports are not faring
well, any additional jolt of this nature will have highly
unfavourable consequences for the balance of payments
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India’s Compulsion

Even as envoys are withdrawn and sanctions are
threatened by the Western world in a simulated display of
anger and disenchantment over India’s decision to conduct
nuclear tests, the US and its allies would do well to ponder
over the compulsions which made India take the decisive
step. One of these is the virtually unstinted help which
Pakistan had received, mainly from the US and also to a
large extent from China, in pursuing an uninhibited policy of
belligerence towards India. The American interest in
bolstering Pakistan lay in using it as a client state to serve
Washington’s purpose during the Cold War. But even
afterwards, the American use for Pakistan did not end, for if
it was no needed for helping the Afghan “freedom fighters”
against the Soviets, it could be used to extend US influence
into Central Asia, Pakistan, of course, allowed itself to be
treated not as a friend but in any manner which the master
deemed necessary because American indulgence placed it in
the unique position of being able to acquire conventional
arms from the US and help in nuclear technology from China
while Washington looked the other way. It goes without
saying that the central point of both the American and
Chinese attitude was to build up Pakistan as a counter to
India whose democracy was an embarrassment to Beijing
and whose independent spirit was an irritation to
Washington from the non-aligned days.

India’s need to acquire a nuclear capability has to be
understood in the context of the threat it has been facing for

res

many years— an overt one from India, and a covert one from
China which has been consistent in its help for Pakistan.
Because of this looming danger, India did decided to take to
the nuclear path in 1974, but its decision to cloak the matter
in ambiguity, presumably to escape sanctions, seems to have
conveyed a message of weakness. However, the
secretiveness did not prevent the US from demanding the
capping, rolling back and elimination of whatever nuclear
prowess India had acquired. Not only that, after securing for
themselves the seemingly God-given right to maintain their
own nuclear arsenals for all times to come under a revised
NPT. the Big Five led by US demanded that India sign on
dotted line for the CTBT. So, while nearly half a century of
the US-China-Pakistan collaboration would continue, India’s
hands were to be tied behind its back. It was evidently a
situation which this country could not accept while Pakistan
continued to indulge in terrorism and the border problem
with China remained unresolved.

(The Hindustan Times, May 14, 1998)
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unpleased words with Bill Clinton’s administration but
didn’t go ahead. If Prime Minister Vajpayee has, it is
unlikely that he expected to fool America’s extensive
monitoring system. What satellites picked out in 1995 could
not probably have been hidden from them in 1998. That
raises the extremely interesting question whether America in
fact knew of the tests and decided not to try and prompt
them, because, no confirmation of this will ever be
forthcoming from  either government. But there’s
circumstantial evidence to mount the hypothesis that
America may, however grudgingly, have accepted India’s
thesis on parity in nuclear status before parring down nuclear
capability.

If that is the case, the feared sanctions may not bite too
much. In any case, all sanctions put together have fewer
negative consequences than popularly imagined. For
example, an American vote against India’s loan applications
in the World Bank, IMF and ADB— cited as the costliest
economic fall out— will not necessarily stop the money at
the gates. America does not have a veto in these institutions.
And it needs to be remembered that action by America in
1974 did not stop India from availing of multilateral loans.
Furthermore, with economic troubles in East and Southeast
Asia, America has strong reasons for not putting a spanner
anywhere near the troubled works.

Such, guarded optimism however doesn’t apply to the
domestic front. No caveats, cautions or clarifications are
needed to say that these explosions have blown away, for
some time, the troubles in New Delhi. The Prime Minister
suddenly looks strong, and not just nice but hapless. Even
his political advisor’s grandstanding seems forgivable. The
BJP doesn’t look lost. The Opposition, with the exception of
the Left which is unlikely to political allies can now carp
about demands only at the risk of appearing silly. The low
yield device isn’t going to blow away Jayalalitha’s high
nuisance factor. But perceptions are important in politics. So

is time. To the extent the BJP has improved one, and bought
the other, Pokhran™ 98 is perfect politics.

v ol

A footnote is appropriate, We need no longer worry
about drinking water in villages. compulsory education. a
bearable health service, housing. or infrastructure. We have
the bomb!

(The Statesman, May 13, 1998)
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military superiority India could have . gained from
yesterday’s tests. After 1974 India was in position of nuclear
superiority vis a vis Pakistan. Islamabad could bluster and
threaten, but it had only a weapon of words. If Islamabad
now tests, India will lose this advantage. The.tests are even
more meaningless when it comes to China. Ch_ma has had an
overwhelming weapons superiority, over India for degades.
If the country seeks even nuclear parity with China, a
country three times wealthier than India. it will.succeed on'ly
in bankrupting itself. The result could be “Burkmg.Fa_so with
nuclear weapon — Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev’s description of a

crumbling Soviet Union. .
What is hoped is that the BJP has imbedded the tests in

well thought out political strategy. The real threat lies in
economic sanctions from the United States. These could be
devastating, particularly congressional laws that c.ou]d
require the US to block funds from the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank. The tests could wreck
India’s credit rating, scare away investors and !eave the
economy reeling. Strongly anti-nuclear countries l!ke Japan
would probably follow suit. It has long been believed t.he
nuclear test preparations that led to an angry exchqnge with
the US in 1995 were part of ploy by Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao
to get India into the global nuclear proliferation has the same
goal in mind, the tests could go down as an act. of astute
realpolitik. In which case come hard negotiating with the US
should follow. It may be remembered that testing and then
signing was exactly what China and France did in.the runup
to the comprehensive test ban treaty. However, if the BTIP
has tested in a political vacuum then it has only shown its
lack of coherence in domestic policy extends also to the

international sphere.
(The Telegraph, May 12, 1998)
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New Clear Strategy

There’s an unanswerable argument for Pokhran-II:
having tested these nuclear devices, India joins the
disarmament negotiations as an acknowledged have and not,
as was the case, a has been. In that sense the three devices
that shook the earth near Rajasthan village put an end to the
tedious hypocrisy that has accompanied India’s nuclear
rhetoric. The triple blasts clearly, indicate potential
weaponisation. No more insufferable bureacratese on nuclear
explosions for peace. Rather. it s casy to figure out how
India will deploy its nuclear arsenal if it ever does — on
board aircraft, on the Prithvi and given that China is
recognised as the threat number one, The Agni when it rolls
off production lines. Such clarity is welcome in the country
where governments have traditionally made a mess of
national security and strategic questions by falling between
the two stools of “peacenikism” and powerplay that comes
naturally to large nation-states. So, following France and
China before they signed the CTBT, and having shown the
world we have it, India should be able to persuade others
that we are ready to oblige.

The tricky question is whether the world will listen.
Initial reactions have been predictably unfavourable.
Significant is the relatively muted reaction from America.
Washington has Jumped on India in 1995 when its eyes and
cars detected nuclear test preparations. The then Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao had roughly the same strategy of
negotiating from strength. Rao's government exchanged
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something of an unavoidable evil. In the ultimate analysis,

mankind should strive for its elimination. But it has to be a

united effort by all countries— including the Big Five.
(Daily Hindustan Times, May 12, 1998)
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Big Bang Theories

Following the immediate blush of national pride and a
little awe at New Delhi’s pluck, some hard policy questions
need to be asked about the government’s intentions in having
three nuclear tests in Rajasthan. It is not enough to say this
demonstrates India’s technological power. Underground
nuclear testing is something India has long been accepted to
have had the know-how for. Even the addition of a hydrogen
bomb is something that would have impressed more 30 years
ago rather than today. The countries capable of building
atom bombs run into the dozens and include at least one
subsaharan African country. It is also not enough to say this
will enhance India’s security. The original 1974 Pokhran
nuclear explosion made India a nuclear weapons power in all
but name. It is noteworthy that neither Pakistan nor any
other country ever directly confronted India on the
battlefield after-wards. The point of unclear deterrence is not
that the weapon is ever used. but rather that it prevents the
circumstances in which it would be used. The 1974
¢xplosion roughly succeeded in this goal. What the
Bharatiaya Janta Party government has to show is that its
decision to test the bombs was part of a larger strategy.

If the government’s thinking was purely regional, in
other words the tests were solely muscle flexing, the
detonations are difficult to defend. It is now all but
inevitable Pakistan will test nuclear bomb. The domestic
Pressure on Islamabad will be impossible to resist.
Unfortunately. such a test would automatically negate any
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A Moment of Pride

Twenty-four years after India took the first step on.the
road to nuclear power and then inexplicably retreated into
the policy of ambiguity, the decision to conduct a fresh
series of tests on Monday denoted a hold and even audacious
move. made all the more startling by its suddepness. The
“Smiling Buddha™ of 1974 has now blossom?c! mto a new
assertion of the country’s right to arm itse!t in a manner
which it believes is best suited to its security mteres.ts.. It
goes without saying that for all tl?e appeals of the existing
nuclear “doomsday™ weapons, India could not havg ignored
the fact that it happens to be part of a hpstlle environment
where being pacifism is not only unfeasible but may even
send the wrong message of weakness to countries 'WhICh
have not shown any sign of wanting to love in friendship.

In taking the decision to conduct the tests, therefore.'the
government and its defence experts must have tgken into
ﬁccount the fact that India lives in a highly n.nperfe.ct
world— with an avowed nuclear power on one side W.Ith
which we have already fought a war, and a cland'estl'ne
nuclear power on the other, which has fought threg wars wnt_h
India and is currently engaged in a proxy war in Kas.hmlr
and subversive activities elsewhere. Given these highly
disturbing factors. India could have hardly be.en expected to
sit idle and hope that better sense will prevail among those
of its neighbours who have been openly collaborating in
matters 0;‘ missile and other forms of let.ha.l t'echnology,
whose sole purpose could only have been to ntimidate India.

roc

At a time of national pride. however, no attempts should be
made to drive political mileage from the events, although
there might be an unfortunate tendency to do so. The tests
should be seen in the overall national security perspective
which has no connection with partisan politics.

Before this country is subjected to any moral lectures by
self-appointed guardians of world peace, it has to be
remembered that even the five nuclear powers have not only
shown no inclination to follow the path of disarmament, but
have actually legitimised their awesome arsenals through the
latest treaties. As such, they do not really have any right to
preach to others to refrain from possessing weapon of which
they have enormous stockpiles. However. it is more than that
likely that India's compulsions in confirming its nuclear
prowess will be appreciated even those who may feel the
need to launch formal protests. In any event, the policy of
ambiguity may not have been all that ambiguous after all, for
the test could not have been conducted unless India had kept
its nuclear powder dry all these years. To that extent, India
was undoubtedly a nuclear power virtually since 1974 and
this was the reason why there was so much emphasis by the
US at one time on capping, rolling back and eliminating
India’s capability that did not do so and kept its options open
is now clear. _

Having taken the fateful step, Indja will have to
reiterate that jts objective remains purely defensive. It has no
hostile India to offer a “no first use” pledge. especially to
Pakistan which may now feel the need to emerge from the
closet after years if obfuscation about jts nuclear status. |t
would be extremely unfortunate if, in jts obsessive desire to
maintain parity with India, Pakistan initiated some kind of
an arms race in South Asia, for the effect of any such move
can only impose a heavy and perhaps unbearable burden on
its less than robust economy. As the long superpower
confrontation during the Cold War showed. the bomb is not
a weapon of war because no one in his right senses can use
it, for it will annihijlate both the invader and the invaded. Its
purpose is deterrence, simply because of horrendous
implications. Though a symbol of power, its possession is
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A Moment of Pride

India and the world, we know, will react in diverse
ways to the underground nuclear tests at Pokhran— reactions
ranging from exhilaration and Joy to shock and dismay to
anger and rage. “We have no immediate comment,” was the
tart and noncommittal response of a White House
spokesman, and one could bet it was said in a sardonic tone.
They would find the bangs hard to lump. and the hatchets
would soon be put to a make Indian behave or face the
music. So would the other nuclear haves of the West who go
on stockpiling nukes but start vibrating with rage the
moment a have-not shows any sign of nuclear capability.
What is sauce for the goose is not sauce for the gander. They
were frightened it was coming, the moment Atal Behari
Vajpayee came to power. What a pother the Western media
made of the possibility that India might go for a bomb. The
Economist of London went to town pontificating on how
India would suffer if it decided to £o nuclear. Does India
think. it asked superciliously, that it would walk with pride
if it went nuclear? Not so, was the judgement from the high
and mighty pundits of the British press: India would have far
more to lose than to gain from it.

May be. In terms of pounds and doblars, But in real
terms. if there is anything Indian has really to lose it is its
timidity and shame. If it means our begging bowls would go
empty. so be it. That would be the day! So long have we
been bullied and blackmailed and bulldozed that we have
totally lost our self-esteem and pride. The fall-out is not hard
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to see. The tongue-lashing will start all over again. There
would be the threats of economic sanctions and renewed talk
of rearming our enemies. Anything and everyvthing to cow us
down. The Big Brothers would be up in arms. and to joint
their chorus of disapproval they would have a big line-up of
fatted Indian economists and technocrats and World Bank —
returned bureaucrats parroting if the West turned its back on
us. And the end result? They would all pipe down. for what
they want above all is the Indian market. their profits.
Vajpayee has done well to congratulate the men behind
the Pokhran tests, but he himself needs to be congratulated.
He has lifted India from the ignominy of being perpetual
nincompoops. Even at the cost of sounding a bit jingoistic. it
must be said that if India had to get anywhere. the first
requisite is to regain its self-respect and pride. India’s
commitment to peace has been firm and steadfast but let it
not be misunderstood for cowardice and pusillanimity. For
far too long have the leaders of this nations been gutless and
weak-kneed. with the result that India has lost all respect in
the community of nations. In a world that honours only
power and might it is pointless to be meek and humble. Even
if there is nothing much to crow about the Pokhran tests it
sends the much-awaited message to the world: India has
cross the Rubicon. Let’s rejoice.
(Daily The Free Press Journal Bombay, 12.5.1998)
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Road to Resurgence
By Shekhar Gupta

The triple test at Pokhran ends three decades of nuclear
debate. self-denial and fence sitting. Several times in recent
years Indian leadership— irrespective of party affiliations in
an era of.shifting coalitions— came close to taking the
plunge. It is just as well now that this momentous steE) has
been taken by leaders who have always believed in
unabasl)ed and  unambiguous  nuclearisation. More
reassuring, even for those who have been arguing for
restraint gnd ambiguity, is the act that these leaders also
enjoy an tmpeccable reputation in terms of personal integrity
and national commitment. It is. therefore, reasonable to
presume that they have chosen to make so bold a departure
from the past after a great deal of deliberation as to what is
bf.zst several years now. The only thing that lacked was the
trlgggr 'device of Political will and the kind of supreme
conviction that enables leaders to move away from the
famlllgr. well-trodden path and thereby find themselves a
place in history. ’

It was for two reasons that Mrs. Indira Gandhi failed to
get the particular political megatonnage from her 1974 test
One was her declining credibility during those chaotic.
m'onths and the second was her inabilitf to go the full
distance. Several PhDs have already been written b
West'ern and Indian nuclear scholars on the exact meaniny
and implication of the term “Peaceful Nuclear Ex losion%
(PNE) but the world. by and large. saw this as an exgression
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of weakness— and hypocrisy. No one bought the outrageous
argument that the explosion was “peaceful” and India also
failed to derive any of the benefits that would have naturally
accrued to a nuclear weapons state in the pre-NPT and
CTBT world. This, now. is the major challenge for the
Vajpayee government and as the first official statements
indicate, India is prepared with a diplomatic wet blanket to
contain the fallout by offering to be a willing, and active
player in the international nuclear arms control regime. The
difference now is that India seeks to play that game as a
nuclear weapons power. This is the end of ambiguity—and
hypocrisy. :

This is a time for popular euphoria and celebration. And
celebrate we must as this success demonstrates to the world
a remarkable scientific capability built during a quarter
century of international technology transfer restrictions. It is
also a cause for reassurance that even in these cynical times
when we tend to believe so easily that any fellow Indian’s
loyalties are purchasable for a few dollars, a scholarship or a
green card the establishment has managed to keep such a
major move a secret despite the snooping that extend from
the Capital’s garrulous cocktail circuit to outer space. But
this is also a time for reflecting on where we go from here.
The tests, though a great moral-booster for the nation whose
spirits have only gone downhill, dipping with every little
calamity or embarrassment since Operation Bluestar in 1984,
have also come at a time when the currency that denotes a
nation’s strength has undergone fundamental change. In the
Seventies it was the nuclear megatonnage at your command
that mattered. Today, it is per capital income, foreign
exchange reserves and quality of life that matter. Pokhran —
I1 is like a jump-start to India’s dormant, frozen spirit. But it
won’t. by itself, be a short cut to the place India wishes, and
deserves to have on international stage. It is now up to
Vajpayee and Advani to moderate this euphoria, contain the
diplomatic fallout and exploit the advantage they have given
themselves, and India by creating this new mood of

resurgence.
(Indian Express, Muay 12, 1998)
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bit of self assertion. Qver the years. we have insisted on
nuclear disarmament as a part of universal and non-
discriminatory  general disarmament. The successive
governments have been consistent in their attitude to nuclear
non-proliferation. Today this country is in a position to say
this at the UN: “India would be prepared to consider
accepting certain provisions of the 1996 Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty depending on a number of reciprocal activities.”
The qualifying . condition has a manfuil tone and our
sovereignty has been reiterated with pride tempered with
humility in a moment of spectacular success.

There is near-uproar abroad. It was predictable. The
American sanction threat, the British, Japanese Canadian and
French anger and the noises made by Australia and New
Zealand are being used by Beijing and Islamabad to cover up
their regional sin. But once we have taken the plunge, we
should be ready to honour our commitment to live in peace
as a free. nation, underterred by external threats. The
questions to ask here are: Has the global community paid
any attention to Pakistan’s crash programme to develop
nuclear-capable missiles with Chinese Assistance? What
about the continuing proxy war against this country waged
by Pakistan? And what about the huge super-power arsenals
of mass destruction? The potential use of nuclear weapons
has become the international currency of power. The
disclosures from Iraq (an NPT signatory) expose the
hollowness of the inspection system. The amount of nuclear
arms the USA had taken to Kuwait and Iraq showed how
credible its own commitment to the adjuration of these killer
weapons is. Israel, South Africa, China and Pakistan all have
made their nuclear capability known. There was more
demeaning panic than legitimate anger in thinking quarters
when the USA equated India and Pakistan in the nuclear
share without taking note of the opent book the former has
kept before the world and the voluntary assurance it has
given to the effect that it will not use a nuclear weapon in a
conflict. Much is being made of the American “desire™ to
discipline Pakistan and restrain it from going to war with
India. The involvement of that country in the troubled areas
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of Jammu and Kashmir allnounlts to at E;&;;yto\:‘i; (?,:nznlft;]]i
- of attrition. China has no ) a abls
18\:hzoss(:lifiton of the few but n)ajur gepgraph|caprlr(?blcez::‘s“;
has with India. In such a situation a Clinton or a' . aflr‘tion o
fairly ask India to sign the NPT n?erely fqr the sat;§ ac on o
the ego of the self—appointgd international po lcemacc.3fUl
India has to sign the NPT, it should .do so as a pf:w o
nuclear weapon state what it now truly is. after ens;m ,:ce n
Pakistan and China pledge themselves to nonTmter ertTl;OUOh
neighbours’ affairs and to the settlemenF of d!Sp‘llle.S )]qti:"
bilf:teral talks. The NPT is more a question (?t dlscrltr?ln;] A
than an answer to the nuclear prollferatl(?n ([j)nc)i ‘zlte;j A
country with wisdom and hard@arned e.xpertlse € 'l;n g1
peace cannot be hookwinked into treaties of;coerm th.rou s
important to negate the idea of‘sanctlons a.gamstl usdﬁerreg;t
appropriate diplomacy. No sacrlﬂc_e to achieve nel'date ent
goal of Pokhran Il will be excessive. Let us revadxf e ou
technical maturity and right to defend endangered fre

W (The Tribune, 13 May 1998)



Glory through Power

India’s nuclear explosions on Monday have taken place
splendidly but rather later. Pokhran Il has done us proud. It
is time to say “Salam, Abdul Kalam™ and to shed the nuclear
fear caused in faint hearts by bullying US-Pakistani-Chinese
nexus and to hold our heads high. Symbolically speaking.
the Buddha has “smiled” thrice— though a fission device, a
low yield device and a thermonuclear device. India has
arrived at the threshold of superpower status. When the
smile was seen first in 1974 at the same place, an overly
guarded announcement verging on the concealment of an
achievement emanated from the Cabinet of the day led by
Indira Gandhi. Now Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
had a brief announcement in Delhi: Today (May 11) at 3:45
p.m. India conducted three underground nuclear tests in the
Pokhran range... The measured yield is in line with the
expected values... These were contained explosions like the
experiment conducted in May, 1974....” Our scientists and
engineers deserve ovation. The Unigovernment legitimately
claims credit for the brave decision. The political parties.
speaking joyfully in unison, have shown rare national
solidarity and a sense of collective self-esteem. Our capacity
to make bomb has been backed for years by the will not to
make one. But now that the time to talk peace from a
position of strength has arrived and the arm-twisting by
Western powers has become more severe. it is necessary to
say “enough is enough™ and show our indigenous capability
to nullify widely perceived servility and do a demonstrable
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