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PRESIDENTS
DESK

AUTHOR : Sunil Takhur

What an eventful season 2013-14 has been for me.
After 7 years of existence, our fan club became official
and, after 6 years of struggle, | fulfiled my dream of
having my own pub.

But not even in our wildest dreams would anyone have
foreseen what was in store for us. We not only finished
trophy-less, but also finished 7th in the league.
MUFCM in its 7 years of being unofficial was Fergie’s
Red Army. We never had to worry about competing for
trophies. Now in our 8th year, having become MUSCM
- India’s first Official Manchester United Supporters
Club - in the first year without Fergie, we aren't even
competing for a Champions League spot.

Personally, this has been the most difficult season. A
lot of people questioned our move to 3 Wise Monkeys
from Irish Pub. Why not move to Zouk along with other
fan clubs? Many even called me a dictator and blamed
me for being greedy. All | will say is, anyone who
knows me personally, would know that | have given my
sweat and blood for this fan club. | have always put the
Fan Club even above my personal life and would
always work for its betterment and progress.

Having being with MUFCM right from its Banquet Hall
days at Avon Ruby to its memorable Joint Screening

» |

Having being with MUFCM right from its Banquet Hall
days at Avon Ruby to its memorable Joint Screening
days at Irish Pub, we always dreamt of having a
place, something like a BISHOP BLAIZE ... where the
pre-match rituals would be as important as the game,
where you would not only pre-drink before the game
but also post-celebrate or sulk after the game, where
you could also go for other Matchdays besides
screenings and be assured of seeing the match de-
spite the IPL/Cricket demand, where you could have
monthly meetings, where you could meet up for late
night matches, where you get friends and relatives
without worrying about finding a table, where every
staff member knew you by your name, where you
have a wall dedicated to pictures of your best memo-
ries ... in short, a place you could call HOME.

Fan Club-wise, again this has been the most chal-
lenging season. A lot of our old members became
upset, having being treated differently, in comparison
to our One United Members. For me, it was a predica-
ment when | couldn't inform some of my very good
friends about the secret meet and greet with Dwight
Yorke, which was only for OUM. But we always knew
that, after becoming Official, there would be no
coming back. There will be a divide reated between
members and non-members. We have to give exclu-
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created between members and non-members. We
have to give exclusive benefits to our members to en-
courage them to buy the membership and maintain a
certain required number to continue being official.

| don’t think the majority of our fan base has any idea
how much hard work this “Official” thing has been. We
have had 10 people, including me, work tirelessly
during screenings, spend hours and hours on social
media on matchdays, attend monthly meetings, plan
events, make banners, take pictures, edit videos ...
hell, we even work during off season.

We are the only Fan Club that actually pays our work-
ing members. We are the only one to work in such a
democratic way that all of our working posts are free
for anyone to apply and all our monthly meetings are
free for everyone to attend. Minutes of all our meetings
are made public. All our yearly earnings and expenses
are open for everyone who wants to see them. All deci-
sions are taken with consent and a whole lot of thought
and process is put to every step being taken.

| would also like to take this opportunity to take entire
responsibility for our social media content. | have
always wanted us to be NOT any other Fan Page/Ac-
count who provide team sheets, scores and players’
birthdays. Being an actual group of people who meet in
real life, | like our social media presence to have an
opinion and we only reflect whatever is happening at
the club. Humour is a very successful way to grow on
social media, by shares and RTs. You might have got
offended by some of our self-mocking but | am sure
you must also have LOL-ed at our rival jokes.

Lastly, this season cannot be complete without talking
about Moyes and Liverpool. We as a fan club were
never anti-Moyes but something just didn't feel right.
Sometimes it’s just better to accept that ‘it isn't work-
ing’ and move on. Our rivalry with LMSC has gone
one notch higher this season. Few of their fans had
come to our Pub after beating us at home and gloat-
ing in our faces. So we just returned the favor on the
last day with #WeGoZouk

| am extremely proud of what our working team has
managed. Of course, like every organisation, we
might have unknowingly made a few mistakes. | am
sure we would learn from them and do an even better
job next season. TALK is CHEAP. | think more and
more people should attend our meetings and come
work with us, instead of just being a critic.

This magazine, our second such edition, will give you
a deeper insight into what this season has been
about. We hope to make this a regular feature from
now on. If you are a Red Devil in Mumbai, we hope
this magazine will inspire you to live your Manchester
United life with us.

MUSCM is a creation by the fans, for the fans, and will
remain so forever.
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AUTHOR : RAJU SUNNY

| was asked to express a balanced view of Man-
chester United and David Moyes, to which | said
yes. But then | started wondering — would | ever be
able to do a ‘balanced’ piece on Moyes? At the risk
of sounding extremely opinionated, here it goes.

Let's start from way back, before Moyes was ap-
pointed and before Sir Alex announced his retire-
ment. Was Manchester United prepared for it at that
point? | understand the argument that the club had
absolute trust in Sir Alex’s judgment. But if we
listen to what Moyes had to say about his appoint-
ment, we see a different picture. One where the
club ‘gave’ the role to Moyes without giving him a
chance to decline it, without giving him a chance to
explain what his vision and action plan was. Don’t
believe me? Moyes said “I got the call from Sir Alex
when | was out with Pamela, shopping. | was in
jeans and T-shirt. | had never met Sir Alex like that.”
He went on, “| am retiring at the end of the season
and you are the next manager of Manchester
United”.

So we did not ask Moyes for what his vision for
“‘Moyes’ Man United” was. Nor did we give him a
chance to decline the job. Not that | am convinced
he would decline it.

Everton fans had a nickname for Moyes — Dithering

Everton fans had a nickname for Moyes — Dithering
Dave — because of his delays in closing transfers
and his second-guessing of himself. Add to that a
completely new man at the helm in Ed Woodward,
Moyes did not have the best of transfer windows. |,
like you, have read versions of our first transfer
window. But there was one thing that was common
to all our deals — we looked strangely out of our
comfort zone. This is the same club that signed up
Javier Hernandez before even scouts got wind of
the player himself. This marks the second mistake
- letting Sir Alex and David Gill go together. This
meant the continuity was gone. | have not heard
about a third party negotiating a transfer for United.
Neither have | seen us looking so out of ideas in the
transfer market. That was years and years of the
Gill-Fergie team - one of whom should have stayed
and helped the replacement. Fergie working with
Ed for a season or David Gill working a season with
Moyes — that is how it should have been. Thiago,
Herrera, Kroos, Riberio, Fabregas, Baines, and fi-
nally Fellaini who was signed for 5 million pounds
more than his release clause, of which Moyes of all
people should have been aware. | don’t blame
Moyes for the Fellaini saga as it would have been a
PR disaster if we went his first window without a
signing.

So, Dave dithered.
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Remember when we talked about continuity? Apart
from Chris Woods, who has looked their part in the
Moyes’ backroom staff? It is my opinion that one of
our key backroom staff should have been retained
in an official capacity to have some sort of continui-
ty, Rene is an established figure, a well-known train-
er and has been with us for a long time. Retaining
him should have been a high priority. Some of our
players didn’t react well to the new training meth-
ods, a transition which should have been smoother.

Now we come to our players — | am still in complete
awe of how some players have reacted and be-
haved during this whole saga. | am not going to take
names here, but you know who they are. You don't
play for Sir Alex or David Moyes. You play for the
shirt. It feels like some of us forgot that part and de-

cided to voice their frustrations in very un-United |

ways.

At the beginning of the season, what were your ex-
pectations? Mine was top four, while playing some
good football; a decent run in Europe and that was
it. | will bet good money that most of you thought the
same. Apart from some individuals playing good
football in patches; we failed to achieve the first two
objectives. The thing that annoyed me to the core
was our inability to find something close to a start-

ing 11. | wasn’t expecting David Moyes to have his |

11 sorted out from day one, but we have fielded a
unique team in EVERY Premier League game that
we have played this season. No United 11 played
two games this season — think about that for a
moment and compare with the other clubs. We had
a decent run in Europe. We did well in games we
were not supposed to, we had results and we
played right. It's almost as if we played well when
we were underdogs or when we were written out.

From his interviews and clips from Carrington, I've
come to the conclusion that David Moyes was an
honest man, but an honest man can’t manage a
club like United.

At the risk of inviting your collective wrath, he
almost sounded like Roy Hodgson at Liverpool at
couple of times. Aspiring to be at the level of City?
Liverpool have an advantage? Liverpool are favor-
ites? Even if we are 17th in the league and playing
Liverpool at Anfield, that’s not what | want my man-

ager to say. Not that he was wrong, but you cannot
be a Man United manager and say things like that.
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So, was it all bad? Sadly, most of it was. But we are
not without a few silver linings. Adnan Januzaj. |
would always be thankful to David Moyes for not
making another Pogba out of Adnan. As someone
who follows the U21, | had not been this excited
about one of our kids since Rossi. Moyes not only
signed him up for the long term, he gave Adnan
chances and boy, didn’'t he use them. Juan Mata —
when a player of Mata’s calibre becomes available,
you sign him and then think of how to play with Mata
in the team. Moyes did that. Now, | feel pretty miser-
able writing the next part but it was always going to
difficult following Sir Alex Ferguson. Whoever
comes next (Louis van Gaal was confirmed the day
before this article was written) has to follow David
Moyes. The expectations are much lower, the pres-
sure is much less, and the fact that there needs to
be a considerable investment to rebuild is out in the
open and official. The fact that a nice man cannot
manage United is now clear to the generation who
grew up after Sir Alex’s initial years. The fact that
we have cleared up a lot of wages for new signings,
the fact that we have some bright young lads
coming from the academy...

| won’t blame one party for the season we had. As a
club, we failed. We failed to prepare for the inevita-
ble management change from Sir Alex, we failed
with our messages, and we failed with our transfers.
It was not one man’s failure. It was a collective.

Personal Note: As someone with fond memories of
van Gaal’s Ajax, we are in for a treat. There are not
many managers who are trainers too. There are not
many who have a philosophy and would put that
before stars and names. Prepare for some of the
best U21 football, a seamless transition path from
junior squads to senior squads, an academy that
plays the same football as the senior team and has
the same philosophy.
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“TQ BUILD A HOME"

AUTHOR : Anand Jhaveri

"I tramp a perpetual journey." - Walt Whitman 26th August 2006. The baby about to get up and
walk for the first time. He might tumble and get few
Ours has been a journey. A long and ever chang- bruises but one fine day, he will learn to walk. Look-
ing one. A bit ironic when you compare it to United's ing back at Hotel Yogi, where our first get-together
stability. But we have finally found our place, our was organised, the venue was far from perfect. In
home, just like when United signed Sir Alex. And we fact imagine the most ordinary place with ordinary
intend to be here. walls, and ordinary chairs with an ordinary televi-
sion showing ordinary pictures. Done imagining it?

MUFCM was born on a rainy mushy evening in To add salt to the wound only 7 supporters turned
July 2006, when the waves were crashing into the up. It was that sort of day. Our bruises. Even the
boulders by Marine Drive, a few of the United fans pitch at Watford was really ordinary (and dodgy).

decided to meet during the pre-season. The state of But we still won. And we managed to diminish our

our club somehow matched the weather in Bombay.
Man United were heading into oblivion. Three years
had passed since we last won the league. We failed
to reach the knock-outs of the Champions League
for the first time since 93-94, Keane had left, Ruud
was about to, Ronaldo was just a one-trick pony and
Abramovich was treating Chelsea like a rich kid in a
candy store.

As Srikanth Kannan reminisces, "There was a
time towards the end of the meeting when we were
discussing signings. We were heavily linked with
Marcos Senna and Michael Carrick. | said, jokingly,
'Of course we're going to win the league' and every-
one smiled because it really did seem impossible.
(Chelsea had signed Ballack and Sheva)

Fast-forward to end of 2006-07, CHAMPIONS!"

tumbles. Leaving all that behind, we, a supporter's
club 4500 miles away, met and somehow organised
a screening in a city with nothing in common with
Manchester apart from its first letter. It wasn't a
meeting of 7 friends. It was 7 strangers connected
by similar passion, meeting to watch football to-
gether. The significance of that waiting to be un-
leashed.

As Chembur wasn't that easily accessible by the
people from western suburbs and south Mumbai,
plus we weren't big fans of that hotel, plus we were
trying to find a new place where we aren't bound
the by the rules and that which falls in the middle,
we foolishly went to Sports Bar Express in Colaba.
Loud Music. No commentary. Difficulty in finding
tables. Basically a normal pub covered by the blan-
ket of sports. Needless to say it wasn't a good ex-
perience and off we went to the thinking tables,
scouting for new places.
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One of us finally found it. It was our place, our
Mecca, a place that we could call home for years to
come, a hotel in Dadar that goes by the name of
Avon Ruby. Our stepping stone. The time when the
toddler is no more a toddler, but a boy after puberty,
shaping his future. It was there we grew from a
meagre 7, to a quarter of a century. We have had
our good days and our off days. There was a match
against Spurs where we literally were just 9 of us,
but we also had times when we had to deny entry,
one of them against Barca when we got over-
packed. From seats being booked for the regulars to
shouting for starters to come, from handing out
printed papers that had chants on it, to hearing us
out performing the speakers, from trying to push for
official recognition to finally forming an 'un’official
fan club, we had seen it all. We had our differences,
our arguments. Some wanted the rivals to join in,
others didn't. We had the fans moaning as the
screen loved to turn itself off during the crucial mo-
ments of the match, but we also celebrated the joy
of getting our trophy back after 3 dreadful years.
Somehow Avon Ruby was like Man United. Full of
drama, passion, and never giving up till the end.

Nandan, one of the oldies recollecting,"Myself,
Srikanth & few others had developed this Supersti-
tion of sitting in the Top Left Hand Side of the room.
| do remember praying like a mad fucker (which
does not happen too often), when 90mins was ap-
proaching that - Just win, Anyhow."

But as all good times come to an end, our time at

Avon was up. The owners were asking for too much
money and we didn't want to be another Cafe. We
were here for the fans, not to fool them and charge
them exorbitant rates. After winning 4 League Titles
and the Champions League, time had come to shut
the shop after five glorious years and search for a
new place.

Irish Pub at Khar became our venue. No more sit-
ting down. Our time had come. Our numbers grew
more than ever, even though on the other end, the
Cafe was trying to get us divided. Not only the
place got over-booked every match we screened,
but now a wider part of the supporters started sing-
ing the chants. We had a turbulent season and
naive as we were back then, we blamed the venue
for our losses. Even though City won the title that
year, we had a plethora of good memories. Off the
top of my head, | remember couple of them, that |
hold the dearest. The results were different, but
unique in their own way. First when the Rooney
scandal came out, that weekend we had to play
City at Old Trafford. Naturally the rival fans came to
our screening to humiliate us even more. But the
same match Rooney scored the goal of the decade
(Premier League). Needless to say we went wild.
Our celebrations knew no bounds. Not only did we
silence the rivals but it was one of those moments
when the ceiling came crashing in, literally.
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The other match again was against City. We suf-
fered a mortifying loss. 6-1. But none of us left. We
sang more than we ever had before. We stood for
our team. Irish Pub was filled with echoes of 'We'll
Never Die...Cos Manutd Will Never Die'. That
moment was special. It spoke a lot. It made us
United. It made us feel like a family, the great United
family.

Overheard conversation that night: "We will be
back, we'll remember this loss, but we'll be back as
we always have."

And to make it even more special we got officially
recognised by Manchester United. We were no
longer just a fan club. We became the Official Sup-
porters Club with the same ethos but in the process
gaining the recognition that we deserved. Every
screening we have organised at 3WM (barring a
few), our numbers have kept on rising. From empty
chairs at Yogi and Avon to find a breathing space at
3WM, from silent echoes of commentary to numb-
ing ears and sore throats in the morning, from a
family that started with seven of us to nearly seven
thousand of us, that's how far we have come.

“From empty chairs at Yogi and Avon to find a breathing space
at 3WM, from silent echoes of commentary to numbing ears

and sore throats in the morning, from a family that started with
seven of us to nearly seven thousand of us, that's how far we

have come.”

Again due to some issues that couldn't be sorted
out, we had to find a new place. We did it fairly
quickly, because we had a stabilised working com-
mittee. Sir Alex has taught us, stabilise your foun-
dations and then come what may, we won't be
broken. We'll be ready to face any adversity, no
matter how challenging it seems.

Finally on March 11, 2013. The President of
MUSCM, Sunil Thakur bought his own pub, Three
Wise Monkeys and we MUSCM got a place that no
longer was a rented home, but which we could right-
fully call ours.

And thus started a new chapter in our journey. It co-
incided with Sir Alex retiring, and a new era that
began at our club. The hardest time in any living
United supporters' history. Or at least us who had
never seen United without Ferguson. Granted we
had our bad times last season. Worst, some may
say. But isn't that what United is all about? Granted
its over-used and a clichéd statement but I'm going
to use it anyway. 'Rising from the Ashes'.
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After 7 years of hard work, the supporters club in But we were official now, so we had to try something
Mumbai (MUSCM) had just gotten their official status more for our members. No harm in pushing your luck!
in late October this season (just in time for the Arsenal We ideated, and our president pressed and harassed,
match - boy what a screening that was!), and | was and soon enough the unthinkable happened - we
lucky enough to be included as a part of the core work- were granted exclusive access to Dwight and the
ing team by Jan. trophy. EXCLUSIVE! No pushing through crowds for a
little glimpse. We would get our own picture with the
The dates for when the trophy tour would hit Bombay trophy, a chat with Yorke, and our jerseys would have
were announced just a few dates later (incredible a legend's signature on it.
timing, eh?), and also the fact that a legend will be ac-
companying it - Dwight Yorke! The news was obviously The days were getting longer, and us, increasingly
greeted with quite some euphoria - Sir Alex Ferguson's restless. | mean now that we had this opportunity, we
last trophy as manager was going to be in our pres- had to make sure it was flawless. If the news leaked
ence soon! | remember wading through the crowd last beyond the One United Members, there would surely
time, running behind number 19 with hundreds of other be an insane upsurge in the number of people that
zealous United supporters at The Gateway of India. It would turn up. The setup had to be nothing short of
was awesome and | looked forward to the same again. perfect. | mean, the home of our screenings would
have not only the premier league trophy, but Mr. Yorke
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Yorke as well! Not so soon enough, the day was here.
We'd got everything in place, our flags taped up,
couches ready, there was also a video made by one

our of own celebrities (Aditya Rathod - His videos have
been rumored to have reached as far as the United
dressing room and have been publicly acknowledged
by Rio Ferdinand!). Dwight is expected in another 15
minutes or so and everyone twitching in excitement,
waiting for a call to say "Hey we'll be there in 5". But we
hear some murmurs, and we turn around and The
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United crew has already entered. Just like that. No tan-
trums, no hoo haas, a simple walk in.

Oh | almost forgot to mention - | was hosting! | had
never really done it before, but there | was, a nervous §
guy with fairly decent amount of homework and a

. |
CLAFS

o e

s o

1 remember introducing the Premier League trophy as one "we were

so lucky to be in the presence of since even players like Steven Ger-
rard haven't seen this. "And he never will.", came Dwight's quick reply.

guy with fairly decent amount of homework and a
roughly written "script", standing in front of a former
Premier League Player Of The Season, a Premier
League AND Champions Golden Boot winner, and of
course, a hero amongst the 1999 Treble winners. |
have to say, Dwight was quite a stud! And although his
biceps were the size of my face, he didn't really
impose. We got underway while the trophy was being
setup on special stands and it was quite a fun chat
(amidst bursts of chants). You could see Dwight en-
joyed the video, watching himself score some marvel-
ous goals. "I haven't really sat down to watch these
games.", he had said. "Maybe I'll watch them with my
kids when they're a little older." He spoke quite a bit
about the gaffer. Remembered him for almost every
question | asked him. How Sir Alex was a huge reason
why United are such a great club. Implementing "The
Busby Way" of playing football in the modern age.

age. Yorke was quite the funny man too. | remember
introducing the Premier League trophy as one "we
were so lucky to be in the presence of since even play-
ers like Steven Gerrard haven't seen this. "And he
never will.", came Dwight's quick reply. Oh the crowd
loved that!

That was followed with a extended session of picture
clicking and memorabilia signing, the big man obliging
happily throughout. The afternoon ended with Dwight
clicking a picture with all the members out on the
street, causing quite some traffic there (Traffic caused
in Bombay because of football, not cricket!). He even-
tually drove off, with all of us still singing loud and
proud.
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AUTHOR : Aashin Prasad

As 2000 odd supporters made their way from Man-
chester down south to London to watch Manchester
United take on Tottenham Hotspurs, few of our own
from MUSC Mumbai made a short trip down south to P*
watch the reds in action. {

They made a short bus trip to Pune. This sort of expe-
rience was a first for everyone on board, as flags and
banners were trussed all across the windows. This
was among the host of agendas put forward, when the
supporters club went official last October, which would
help fellow supporters accustomed to one another.

The trip was filled with banter flying all around and the
club songs and anthems being sung throughout. The
reds touched down at Pune on a sultry afternoon, and
they headed straight to Toons to grab their cold beers.

We had excellent hosts in MUSC Pune. Some of them had
their friends among the supporters club from Pune, which
presented an opportunity for the guys to talk football and
reflect on United's season. They then moved on to the
Leather lounge to watch United toil towards a 2-2 draw on
the big screen.
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GOA SHOULD BE A REALISTIC DESTINATION, BEARING IN MIND

UNITED REACH THE LATER STAGES OF THE CUP COMPETITIONS

)

Sunil Thakur, the president of MUSC Mumbai believes
that this is the first of many exciting agendas lined up
for the official members of the fan club. He talks about
the forthcoming trips ahead for guys at MUSC Mumbai.
“Goa should be a realistic destination, bearing in mind
United reach the later stages of the cup competitions” %
says Thakur. He also calls for many more people to
join in the touring party to make it a more enjoyable ex-
perience.

He believes MUSC Mumbai are taking big steps as an
organization and are definitely “going places”.
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AUTHOR : Srikanth Kannan

| am a lucky man! I've had the privilege of being at
Old Trafford many times in my life, something thou-
sands of fellow reds from India envy. I've been to
home games, away games, CL games, derbies...ba-
sically the whole lot. But did | ever believe that | will
step on that pitch someday?! Maybe not!

It all started with a message | received from MUSCM
about an opportunity to step out on the hallowed
pitch. All | knew was | would be playing a game
along with other official supporters clubs at Old Traf-
ford on Tuesday, May 20th. | had moved to London
from Manchester two days ago and | was busy sort-
ing my new place out. | hadn’t actively played any
sport for a while, didn’t have football boots and
lacked any sort of fitness. However, | decided to
make the trip and made necessary arrangements.

| received my confirmation email and after that it felt
like waiting for a big game — United chants ringing in
my head. Honest to god, the idea that | would be
stepping out on the pitch never really sunk in! |
didn’t particularly sleep well the night before — ‘how
would | look on the pitch?’ something

we all did as kids, imagining our passes and tackles
and even wondered whether | should celebrate like
Lee Sharpe!

The morning after, it was a beautiful day in Man-
chester (read ‘bright and sunny’) and the wait was
getting agonizing. | got in early and kept walking
around Old Trafford thinking about the great games
played in that ground and my personal experiences
as a fan over the last couple of years, helped
expend my nervous energy.

| met a fellow Man United supporter from Moscow
Reds and we spoke about David Moyes and our
new manager Louis van Gaal before meeting our
other team-mates from Malaysia and China. We
then met the majority of our team - The Official Man-
chester United Supporters Football Club i.e. the
team that plays all the games representing Man-
chester United fans. Whether you were from Man-
chester or from Mumbai, everyone was equally ex-
cited by the opportunity to run out at Old Trafford —
it is most definitely the stuff of dreams for everyone!
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| was quickly told that | would be starting from the
bench at half-time and we made our way to the War-
wick Suite at Old Trafford. At the suite, none other
than Alan Keegan - the voice of Old Trafford,
hosted the welcome reception. For those not aware,
Alan hosts every match at the stadium and has
done so for several years now. After a short wel-
come, we were informed that we were the “Home”
team and the away team would be a bunch of local
British celebrities representing Chevrolet FC — a
great group of lads.

We quickly ran into the “Home Dressing Room” to
kit-up for the game. It felt amazing to enter the
dressing room as a player and find the kits laid out
all laundered and ready for you. Apparently, | occu-
pied the corner that Giggsy usually sat in within the
United dressing room. Once we all kitted-up, it was
time for pictures before we ran out onto the pitch for
a warm-up.

As | came out of the tunnel, it finally hit me that |
would be on the pitch! As | ran onto the pitch, |
looked around at every corner of the ground, the
stands, the places | sat in...the goal itself on the
Stretford End, completely over-awed. The grass
was immaculately cut, you could stand there admir-
ing the place all day long. After a quick warm-up and
passing the ball around, we lined-up in the tunnel
for the kick-off.

After both teams were ready, the referee walked-us
out just as in any professional game. Instead of the
usual Rocky Fanfare, the Champions League
anthem blared out of the speakers as the teams
made their way to the centre. After a quick round of
handshakes and pictures, it was time for kick-off as
| assumed my position on the bench. The first half
ended and we had a quick team chat and | was told
that | would be going on...at Right Back.

And then it happened. | stood at my position and
had all my childhood dreams hit me together! |

| looked around in disbelief for a good few minutes
before | was interrupted by the referee’s whistle
starting the second half.

My performance itself was pretty woeful and |
struggled getting my passes right but it was 25mins
of my life | won’t forget. My best moment on that
pitch was storming across the penalty area to block
a shot on target. After putting my team under pres-
sure by giving the ball away, it felt great to win it
back with that tackle and get another attack going.
| let out a little smile finally and said to myself “So,
this is how Gary Neville felt all these years.”

The away team made of celebrities showed superi-
or fitness and skill in the second half and scored a
few goals on the counter. Finally, it was time for me
to go off, my stint on the pitch had come to an end!
As | walked back, the 25-30odd minutes kept flash-
ing in my mind. As | sat on the substitutes bench, |
was almost philosophical. Couple of teammates
asked me if | was ok given the zombie-like expres-
sion on my face but | was in deep thought. How
lucky am 1? All those years ago, | never believed I'd
get the chance to see the stadium, let alone play a
game. It genuinely felt surreal. The final whistle
was blown and the away team of celebrities easily
beat us but everyone that day was a winner.
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| spoke to him specifically about our city and the
support here. Absolute gentleman that he is...he
was extremely apologetic about not coming to India
or Mumbai and his message was “I'm sorry I've
never been to Mumbai...Thanks for your support”. |
was a bit stunned if I'm being honest, what do you
really say to a great man after that? We joked about
cricket for a bit and he told me he’d liked my ques-
tion about Sir Matt from earlier!

That was it. On the taxi ride back, my first mis-
placed pass and the view of each of the stands, the
After the game, we changed and got ready for the Stretford End, the bench, the East Stand from the
concluding ceremony. We were promised a Man- pitch was all that | could think of. Why didn’t | pass
chester United celebrity so we were guessing po- that ball further forward? Why didn’t | send that
tential names - Robbo? Giggsy? Finally, Alan clearance into Sir Alex Ferguson stand...|
Keegan announced it and | wasn’t sure | heard it should’'ve stayed-on for longer, after all it was a

right — The King Denis Law!! That was the absolute friendly game. Genuinely felt like a kid again.
icing on the cake!

Next morning, | logged-onto facebook and read the
Denis spoke like a true gent. You could see he really wishes from my friends back home and people from
didn’t realize that he was such a larger-than-life MUSCM. | felt extremely thankful to the MUSCM
character for so many fans around the world. He team...my team. Since I've quit MUSCM as a work-
spoke about how playing at Old Trafford for the fans ing member, the younger lads have taken up the
was special for any British footballer and the philos- mantle and lead the fan club quite superbly. | know
ophy of playing attractive football for the fans. The | tweeted that Chevrolet fulfilled my dream because
mic went around for questions and ‘THAT’ goal it was Chevrolet's event. But in reality, it was ful-
against United came up. Denis Law had ‘quite pos- filled by the MUSCM. Thank you guys! Each of you

sibly’ scored a goal for City against United at Old are as deserving to run out on that pitch as | am.
Trafford relegating us in 1973-74. Needless to say |egends!

he was extremely apologetic about it and iterated
the fact that he was heartbroken and retired from | will be telling my grandkids about the time | ran
professional football the moment the ball went in. onto the pitch at Old Trafford.

He said, if he could, he would erase the back-heel
completely from his playing days. Legend!

| asked Denis if he received the hair-dryer treatment
from Sir Matt Busby and he replied saying “All the
time” because he was a bit all over the place on the
pitch. Everyone then queued-up to receive
match-day medals from The King and we were also
allowed to talk to him and get pictures. t

Page 18



MUSCM - The Official Red Army In Mumbai

MUNICH REMEMBERED

AUTHOR : Falak Kazi & Sunil Thakur

FEB6r 1958

“Before the fr@e{fy at Munich

the club 635»1334[ to Manchester

but afterwards Manchester

| United capfure/ the im@z’mﬁan

We at MUSCM are very proud of this tradition we
have created, where we allow our members to come
and grieve & pay their tribute to the Busy Babes. It's
also an opportunity for some of our new members to
get acquainted with the history of the club. We did it
once at Avon Ruby, at the Cafe last year & now that
we have a permanent home, we want to make this a
annual tradition - Sunil Thakur

of the entire world."

It was 6th Feb 2014, MUSCM had organized an
event to pay tribute to the Busby Babes which | at-
tended for the first time. Though | had already
watched the UNITED movie, yet me and my sister
attended the event to pay tribute to our beloved
Busby Babes with our fellow reds.

It was indeed an amazing experience and an event
which | will always remember. The United movie
was preceded by a small quiz in which | luckily won
a poster signed by Dwight Yorke and the event was
ended by candle lighting as a tribute to the souls lost
in Munich air disaster.

| am thankful to MUSC Mumbai for organizing such
a wonderful event and hope they continue it coming
years. - Falak Kazi

FEB 6th 1958

LEST WE FORGET
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FOLLOW

AUTHOR : Arjun Rikhye

| have been a part of Manchester United Supporters
Club for the past 4 or 5 seasons. This season i.e
2013/14, | came to Edinburgh for my masters (and
watch United live in action). Unfortunately this
season hasn’t been our greatest but it was one of
the proudest seasons from a fans perspective. By
this | mean that even though we played shit football
a lot of times during the season, all the match going
supporters never turned their backs on the team
and sung loud and proud, similar to how we sing
and support our beloved United in Mumbai.

Last season, | remember Sunil telling me about his
plan to make us the first official supporters club in
Mumbai and | feel privileged to have got the One
United Membership (OUM) and be part of MUSCM.
| got my OUM in September after coming to Scot-
land, reason being it is cheaper to get it from the
UK. United is unlike almost all other clubs in the UK,
in the sense that a few days prior to other clubs
games (Newcastle, Chelsea, Arsenal etc) you will
most likely get their tickets on general sale but when
it comes to the biggest club in the world the equa-
tion changes a bit, as fans from all over the world
want to watch the mighty reds in action. This season
even when we haven't performed upto the stan-
dards we are used to fans have flocked to Old Traf-
ford hence the OUM has helped make it easier for
me to get tickets.

First when | arrived in Edinburgh, | wasn’t really
sure of how to go to Manchester as | didn’t want to
go alone from Edinburgh and wasn’t sure if anyone
in Edinburgh followed United.

» % e

2 oo 4

So on twitter | contacted Abhishek Dhar (a working
member of MUSCM and a twitter expert) to help me
out. He introduced me to Edinburgh Reds. Edinburgh
Reds hire a bus for all home games and luckily it was
relatively cheap, so | went for most home games with
them. This season | think | must have missed 4 or 5
games at Old Trafford. | remember being so nervous
for my first home game that | reached the bus stop an
hour early, as | was traveling with absolute strangers
on the bus and | was getting to live a dream. But once
the chanting started on the bus, | got extremely com-
fortable and as the season progressed some of the
guys on the bus became my good friends

The first home game | went for was Stoke, the one
where we came back to win from a goal down. Final
score being 3-2.Unfortunately the end where | was sat,
hardly anybody if anyone at all was singing.
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So for me, it was disappointing in that respect but
hey | got to see United win the first time | went to
Old Trafford, so wasn’t really arsed about that by
the time the game ended. My two favorite games
this season at Old Trafford have been West Ham
and Liverpool. West Ham because we won the
game comfortably with Adnan Januzaj being brilliant
and United playing some decent football and also
because | was in the East End right near the away
fans and the banter between the fans was amazing
and we ended up taking the mick out of them. Liver-
pool was another one that sticks with me because
even though we got battered and the players played
like they didn’t know how to play football, all through
that game the stretford end ( | was in the 2nd tier)
just wouldn’t keep quiet. And by the 75th minute, we
started to sing 20 times, mind you we were 3 goals
down to our most hated rivals at the time and con-
tinued singing 20 times from the 75th minute to 20
minutes after the game had ended.

Rohan Jain (another member of MUSCM) had come
to the Old Trafford this season. We saw only one
game together as he left after that but what a game,
we beat Arsenal one nil and the feeling of celebrat-
ing a United victory with such a close friend from
MUSCM has a completely different feeling com-
pared to just celebrating with random people in the
stadium. The Bayern game at Old Trafford was also
one game that will forever remain in my memory,
Old Trafford that night was electric. Another high-
light of this season for me was pre-drinking with Sri-
kanth Kannan (One of the original members of
MUSCM). We drank quite a lot at Bishop Blaize and
Sam Platts, it is always fun meeting up with him,
having a few pints, chanting and talking United.

| was lucky this season, to be able to get down for e
two away games. Away games have a totally differ- =
ent feel to home games. The fans are relentless, |

and just do not stop singing and getting behind the

different feel to home games. The fans are relent-
less, and just do not stop singing and getting behind
the team. The two away games | went for were Sun-
derland and Newcastle. The Newcastle game was
the more happening one, we got down to Newcastle
by train and we meet up with many reds in a pub
near the station. We got hammered and started
chanting. The pub was a Geordie pub and as soon
as they realized we were United supporters, they
stopped serving us and kicked us out. We hit up an-
other pub and drank till 15 minutes before the game.
By the time we left the pub | was barely in my
senses, luckily for me nothing important happened
in the opening half hour and by the time Mata struck
that beauty of a free kick | was starting to come back
to my senses. The second half of that game was the
best football | had seen United play all season.
Kagawa, Mata and Januzaj were unstoppable and it
was a very happy trip for me.

Finally | would just like to tell everyone that the at-
mosphere created by the boys at MUSCM is very
similar to that created by the stretford end at Old
Trafford and | would urge all the Manchester United
supporters in Mumbai firstly to join MUSCM (Once
you join, you just can’t watch football by yourself at
home anymore) and secondly to take up the OUM
as MUSCM offer some benefits to members, also
MUSCM tries its best to get legends down to meet
up with the MUSCM members, so don’t miss out!

WELCOME T(

»\LEX | ERA
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GIVES BACK

AUTHOR : Annujj Palaye

We live in a country where Cricket is a religion, nay, a
way of life. Every other kid wishes to become a Sachin
or a Dravid or a Dhoni. But how many kids do we come
across who wish to emulate Ronaldo? Or Messi? Be-
lieve me, there are quite a few.

Being a football fan in India isn't easy. Taking up the ¢

game as a profession is even more difficult. And for
the underprivileged? It can only be a distant dream.
This doesn't mean there is a lack of talent or a lack of
passion. It isn't impossible for a young boy from an un-
derprivileged background to go on and pull on an
Indian shirt in the future. All they need is motivation
and an opportunity.

We at MUSCM not only believe in helping Manchester
United supporters come together, but also in helping
the local football community grow. And it just so hap-
pened that we got the chance to do the same.

Just For Kicks, organized by the well-known Teach For
India initiative, was a football tournament for the un-
derprivileged children from all its affiliated schools.
One of our members, Karn Rateria, was of immense
help in getting us involved. There is nothing greater
than giving back to the society you belong.

Almost immediately, MUSCM offered to sponsor the
teams from one school for the tournament. The Rocke-
teers, a team from a TFl-affiliated school in Kurla,

where one of our acquaintances was also a teacher,

had their complete kits sponsored by MUSCM.

=

Held on every weekend of March, | shunned my be-

loved sunday morning sleep and turned up at the
venue as early as 7am on day 1. At that point it was
more of an obligation than a voluntary effort.

From laying out the grounds, to refereeing matches,
to even giving half time pep talks to the kids, the day

really took a magnificent turn, game after game.
Watching 10-12 year olds fight it out on a football pitch
with skill and passion was really a sight to behold.
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The next three sundays only got better. Interacting with
the children, their teachers, the coaches and the TFI ==
staff only convinced me about the initiative. It wasn't !
just another football tournament. It was a chance for
the children to embrace the game of football and to
show of their passion and skills at such a young age.
An opportunity.

From seeing goals from the halfway line, to come-
backs, to moments of individual brilliance, it only
showed that no matter what background you are from,
hardwork and determination is all that matters. | : R
wouldn't even be surprised if one or two of the kids ' e
made it big on the state or the national stage in the

near future.

“IT WAS A CHANCE FOR THE CHILDREN TO
EMBRACE THE GAME OF FOOTBALL AND TO
SHOW OF THEIR PASSION AND SKILLS AT
SUCH A YOUNG AGE. AN OPPORTUNITY.”

Over the duration of the tournament, it was indeed a | would also thank Chelsea India Supporters Club and
great experience being involved with TFl and Just For Liverpool Mumbai Supporters Club for their unwaver-
Kicks. | am grateful for this unforgettable experience ing enthusiasm and involvement, coming together for
and | can be proud of being involved in such a noble one ultimate goal — helping the underprivileged and
initiative. subsequently, helping the game of football grow in
India.

Our team, The Rocketeers, may not have reached the
final stages of the tournament, but like all the other
kids, they showed a passion towards the game and a
desire to succeed. And at the end of the day, isn't that
all that matters?
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#llleGolouk

AUTHOR : Joshua Dave

Before you call me out for what you may feel is a
sketchy article, | just want to say | am a true Man-
chester United fan and, just like our team, | have
thrown in the kitchen sink during the injury time (or
last minute writing) to win it.

Sam Dunn, the Canadian film-maker, musician and
anthropologist in one of his documentaries about
heavy metal music writes that listening to Metal is
about being a part of a group, where everyone is
more or less like you with similar tastes. Sport fans
can be described in the same way. We see a part of
us in a team or a player and start following them,
almost putting them on a pedestal.

Some years back, the only rivalries Indians argued
about was Congress-BJP, Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson or Stone Cold Steve Austin and, apart
from a few months ago when some Indian students
decided to support the Pakistani cricket team, India
vs Pakistan was also a one way street.

With the advent of social media and India being
perceived as a sports following nation, the number
of football fans here has grown enormously. Earlier,
there were few football fans. Heck, | remember only

only a handful of people with proper football shirts.
Now, football fans are found dime a dozen, com-
plete with shirts, scarves and whatnot. | never
imagined that I'll ever see this day in India, but
lesson learned never say never.

My romance with football began with Gennaro Gat-
tuso, unlike the many others around me who start-
ed watching football because of Ronaldo, Ronald-
inho or Beckham. The first football match that |
ever saw featured him, an aggressive bad ass who
bullied the opposition during the 90 minutes. The
dominance and sheer presence of such a player on
the field blew my mind. Every football discussion
that | had with my cousins, or the few football fans,
| knew was about him. Although people were get-
ting tired of the same discussion, no one could
shut me up until my cousin showed me a “team”
that was full of energy and dominance. The “team”
was Manchester United.

It was a team full of frighteningly dedicated players
who fought like cornered soldiers, soldiers who
have nothing to lose and are fiercely loyal to the
cause...| have been charmed with the club since
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that day.

Last year, | came to know the official supporters
club of Manchester United in Mumbai. | imagined
the place to be full of crazy fans that supported the
team through thick and thin, sang until the cows
came home. | wasn’t disappointed. In the worst
season for the club, | saw supporters turn up and
cheer on the club. | had a good time in all the
screenings but the most memorable has to be the
last game of the season.

All the teams were playing simultaneously; the top-
sy-turvy season had made sure that there was no
clear winner until the very end of the season. The
league was going to be won by one of our rivals,
either Manchester City or Liverpool. | know right, an
out of the frying pan and into the oven kind of feeling
for all the Manchester United fans. Somewhere be-
tween watching the match, Sunil the president of
the supporters club decided that we should troll the
Liverpool fans. Since Liverpool were now definitely
not going to win the league, we decided to engage
in a little banter with the official Liverpool support-
ers’ club. Now, before those guys get their panties in
a bunch, we decided to troll you not because we
were happy that City won but because you didn’t
win either. Sure you can argue about finishing
second, but winning silver definitely means losing
gold.

Once Sunil decided on #WeGoZouk, some people
volunteered to be a part of the banter. Jesus only
had 12 followers and, by the time we left for Zouk,
Sunil had 15. Most of us took the Mumbai local
(many for their first time) to reach Andheri. We
stopped couple of times for selfies and then did
something | hate the most. Yep, we actually ran
from Andheri station to Zouk. As luck would have it,
we reached right in time, just when their match was
over. The 15 of us stood outside in front of the un-
happy 200 Liverpool fans, both sets of supporters
were chanting for their teams and mocking each
other. Although it could have turned ugly, it thankful-
ly didn’t. None of us went there to have a

*“If you are first you are first.
If you are second... you are
nothing.* - Bill Shankly

E

physical fight.

Someday science will hopefully figure out why
those guys were so butt-hurt. | mean they decided
to troll the Manchester United supporters club too
(after the Manchester United loss to Liverpool). It’s
a game and winning and losing are a part of it, but
getting butt-hurt for someone getting back at them
for something that they started, that’s pretty lame,
no? Haven't you heard the clichéd Bollywood dia-
logue ‘Jinke ghar seeshe se bane ho, woh dusro ke
ghar patthar nahi maarte’? | certainly hope that the
banter continues next year and for many more. |
also hope that, despite supporting rival teams, both
the supporters’ clubs can do something to promote
football in our country or city at least. We are coun-
trymen first and football supporters after.

P.S — Before the ‘you came 7th’ chants begin, this
is what Dom (Vin Diesel) said in Fast and the Furi-
ous, “Ask any racer. Any real racer. It doesn’t
matter if you win by an inch or a mile. Winning's
winning.” Neither of the clubs won, did they?

P.P.S - If you are first you are first. If you are
second... you are nothing — Bill Shankly.
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Member S Feedback

Last season, MUSCM became official and unlike
any other Supporters Club, around the world, we are
one of the very few who also provide a lot of local
benefits. However, we constantly strive to become
bigger, better and provide a more satisfying experi-
ence to our members.

In this section, we have put up some feedback re-
ceived at the end of the season from some of the
supporters who opted to take up the One United
Membership ...

When did you join MUSCM and what made you

take up the One United Membership?

Pratik Shetty: My association with MUSCM only
started this year. I've been supporting United for 11
years now and | was always keen to be a part of a
club in a more intimate way. One United Member-
ship is the closest thing to being at Old Trafford and
the fact that MUFC Mumbai were going for the offi-
cial status was an extra incentive.

Arjun Rikhye: | joined MUSCM in 2010. Two rea-
sons made me buy the OUM. Firstly, because |
knew MUFCM needed 50 odd members to become
an official members’ club. Secondly, as I’'m in the
UK, it gives me loads of opportunities to watch the
Reds live.

Saumil Sethna: | joined MUFCM when it was still in
its inception. Bought the One Utd Membership to
help MUSCM gain official recognition.

How many screenings did you attend during the
year? And which was your favorite screening
this season?

Rushabh Shah: | attended around 11 screenings,
but missed most of the screenings during second
half of the season as | was working outside Mumbai
for two months. My favourite screening was the
second leg game against Olympiacos. As it was a
late night kick off and our chances of going through
were slim, only regular members turned up. But
that did not reduce the noise we made that night.
Plus all of us sat in the same seats during the
second half to ensure good luck to United, which
worked.
Janam Muni: | attended seven screenings this
season. My favorite was against Arsenal, when
Robin Van Persie scored the only goal of the
match. Unfortunately that was the only screening of
which | was part, that United won the game! Al-
though the chants never stop in any of the games,
the whole mood of the place blows the roof when
we are winning.

Sushant Bhat: Unfortunately, | couldn't attend
more than three screenings this year due to work
commitments. The favourite by far was the Bayern
(away) game.

Page 26



MUSCM - The Official Red Army In Mumbai

Do you think the money spent on the One United

Membership was worth the subsequent benefits
available?

Jude Fernandes: The BEST Investment ever and |
shall take one for the next season too. The Dwight
Yorke meet with the PL trophy is something | could
not have even dreamt of, however OUM made that
possible and much beyond all the money | used to
spend on all the United Merchandise | ever got.
Rushabh Shah: For me the money spent on the
Membership is not about any benefits. | would take
the membership even if they decide to keep us on a
par with non-members. It's about the identity of
United fans in Mumbai. Standing next to Dwight
Yorke and ‘our’ league trophy was priceless.
Pratik Shetty: Talking as a Chartered Accountant,
the benefits outweighed the cost.

Were you happy with your FREE gift? What

would you want as your FREE gift next season

Sushant Bhat: Yes, | was very happy with it. Next
season, we should get a souvenir associated with
Ryan Giggs for obvious reasons.

Janam Muni: | was happy with the customized
T-shirt of our choice as a free gift. For next season
how about a jersey or a t-shirt with MUSCM written
on it?

Pratik Shetty: Yes, the t-shirt was of very good
quality. | would be happy to take anything given to
me.

What improvements would you suggest to make

the experience more value for money?

Jayant Prabhu: | would like to have a separate
singing section, so that those who know their
chants very well can lead the way and create an
even more enthusiastic environment. Also would
like the members to be more involved in playing
football as well.

football as well.

Jude Fernandes: Maybe apart from the benefits
given, we should tie-up with companies and brands
to get discounts, gifts, etc. Also getting them to
market their merchandise (free, of course) at every
screening could boost the numbers and get us
more traction in the media too.

Pratik Shetty: | wish that the Membership card
was more useful in the United cafes and United
stores.

What is your take on MUSCM? Would you renew

your membership this season?

Shyam Bahl: | feel really proud to be a part of
MUSCM - it's one of the best things that ever hap-
pened to me. Before | joined MUSCM, | was just an-
other fan. But now, WE ARE THE RED ARMY IN
MUMBALI! Of course | will renew the membership.
Jude Fernandes: MUSCM is like FAMILY. | would
definitely renew my membership in a
blink-of-an-eye.

Janam Muni: MUSCM has done so much to make
the members feel like they're all in this as a family.
The experience has been brilliant and I'd definitely
renew my membership for the upcoming season.
Fevin Britto: | would certainly renew my member-
ship next season. As for MUSCM, it's a part of my
life.

Sushant Bhat: You guys have been doing a won-
derful job and it's been a pleasure being a (small)
part of it. Needless to say that | will renew my mem-
bership

Pratik Shetty: Hell yes! | will renew my member-
ship every year till | die.
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Recently, we spoke to few of our regulars and this
is what they had to say about MUSCM ...

How did you get to know about MUSCM?
Tanmay Ginde and Alok Bhide: Been around since
the Orkut days.

Kiran Hegde and Alshaaf Mansabdar: Through the
social networking sites Facebook and Twitter.

Amogh Saran and Anish Bharwada: Word of mouth.

What do you like about MUSCM?

Zaid Memon and Alok Bhide: Getting to interact
with fellow Red Devils from the same city.

Joshua Dave and Amogh Saran: The fantastic at-
mosphere, singing and chanting.

Abhishek lyer: The sense of camaraderie.

How has your experience been with MUSCM and
what do you expect next season?

Sonu Sivan: I've fallen in love with only one thing in
Mumbai, MUSCM.

Abhishek lyer: It has been like a second family. |
expect it to only get bigger and better.

Joshua Dave: | expect more madness and more
contests next season.

Seema Singh: Brilliant. | expect more away screen-
ings like the one in Pune.

What do you think about the One United mem-
bership? Will you take it up next season?
Tanmay Ginde: Initially | was very skeptical and |
still kick myself for missing the chance to meet
Yorkie in person. All | got was a glimpse at Infinity
mall. YES, | would definitely take it up.

| feel its brilliant to be officially recognized by the
Club. | want letters addressed to me from the
United manager. It's horrible that | am still a
non-member.
Abhishek lyer: It’s very good if watching a game at

Abhishek lyer: It’s very good if watching a game at
OT is part of your calendar year and | might take it.

Best experience with MUSCM this season?
Tanmay Ginde and Abhishek lyer: Those 22 sec-
onds of bliss #Evra.

Alok Bhide: The Bayern Munich screenings - the
sheer noise created was awesome

Joshua Dave: All the screenings were good but
trolling the Liverpool fans on the last day of the
League will forever be etched in my memory. Made
some good friends in the process too.

Sachin Krishnamurthi and Sonu Sivan: The road
trip to Pune.

Roshan SK: The unity shown towards the team by
the fans in the ‘concluded’ unfortunate season.

Any suggestions for the next season?

Tanmay Ginde: Would like to suggest a full stand-
ing section, not everyone standing at the back can
see the screen, which is always an issue. Not sure
though how that can be done.

Seema Singh: Fanpage must share the new and
lesser known chants so we can memorize them.
Roshan SK: No suggestions. You guys have made
the Fan Club grow into an Official Supporters Club,
a fabulous achievement. Kudos to the working
team behind it!
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MUSCM MEMBERSHIP 2014/15

Firstly, we would like to thank everyone who took up the One United membership last season (2013/14)
and helped us in becoming official. We hope you have enjoyed the screenings and your season with us.
We have grown in leaps and bounds this season, not only on social media but also in our ever-increasing
attendances at the screenings. —

We not only managed to successfully organise more than 15 screenings this season, but also got huge
numbers in for all of them. In fact, we had to close down registrations for both the Bayern games. We
have had an average turnout of over 150 people for every screening. We also managed to do an away
(Bus/Road) trip to join MUFC Pune for one of their screenings. We organized a football meet on artificial
turf for our members. We even got involved with Teach for India and entirely sponsored one of the
schools taking part in their yearly tournament. We were trending several times on Twitter and got men-
tioned by official MUFC accounts a couple of times.

Most significantly, we had a personal meet and greet with Dwight Yorke and managed to get the original
EPL Trophy (SAF’s last ever) to our Pub. We got constant allocations to all home games, which a few of
our members utilised. Finally, one of our members got a chance to play on the actual pitch at Old Traf-
ford.

So what’s in store for the 2014/15 season?

Membership package delivered from Old Trafford. Included in the pack:
e Priority for home match tickets

e £5 off home match tickets

e Exclusive Membership pack & card

e Half price Museum & tour

¢ 10% off at the Red Cafe, Megastore & United Direct
e Free entry to all reserve games

Local Membership package. Included in the pack:

e Discounts & Priority on Guestlists for Match Screenings
e Exclusive invitations to MUSCM events when players and staff come to Mumbai

e Two FREE Screenings (you can select when)

¢ FREE monthly football on artificial turf

e Exclusive FREE Flag*

*Only for first 50 members or if you buy the membership before July 20th 2014

IMPORTANT: As soon as you finish buying the One United membership, immediately register by
emailing us your Membership details on manutd.mumbai@gmail.com
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ONE UNITED

MEMBERS

AGRAWAL ANKIT
AHUJA ANKUSH
ANAND KRISHNA
BAHL SHYAM

BHAT SUSHANT
BHATIA HITESH
BRITTO FEVIN
CHEVLI PRATIK
CHHADVASAGAR
DACOSTAKYLE
DAVE SHIVANG
DHANSHETTY ABHIJEET
DHAR ABHISHEK
FERNANDES JUDE
GOHIL ASHISH
JAIN ANUBHAV

JAIN ARYAN

JAIN ROHAN
JAYAKUMAR RAHUL
KANNAN SRIKANTH
KARTHIK RAJ
KOTIAN ALOK
MEHTA ABHEEK
MULCHANDANI AMIT
MUNI JANAM
NANDURI RUTUNJAY
PALAYE ANNUJJ
PATIL VISHAL

POTDAR HRISHIKESH
PRABHU JAYANT
PRASAD AASHIN
RAMACHANDRAN AROON
RAMACHANDRAN ROHIT
RAPHAEL GINALIUS
RATERIA KARN
RATHOD ADITYA
RIKHYE ARJUN
SAMANT ATISH
SETHNA SAUMIL
SHAH SAHIL

SHAH DEVANG

SHAH RUSHABH
SHAH NIHAAR
SHAIKH ZUBAIR
SHAIKH ARIF
SHETTY PRATIK
SHUKLA SUDEEP
SUNNY RAJU
SURAPANENI ASHOK
TALWALKAR ABHUIT
THAKKAR SAURABH
THAKUR SUNIL
TONDSE VIKAS
TREHON ABHI
VADOR SHYAM
VARMA RASHIKET
VORA HRISHIKESH



We would like to thank Anand Jhaveri for editing all the articles.
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